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what’s goin’ on
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Air China begins flights to sri lanka
BEIJING, CHINA: Air China will 
commence nonstop service from 
Chengdu to Colombo, the capital 
of Sri Lanka, on February 10, 2015, 
giving travellers easy access to a 
magical and romantic tropical land. 
   Air China will operate its 
Chengdu - Colombo service 
CA425/6 with Airbus 330 aircraft. 
The four flights a week will be 
offered on Tuesday, Thursday, 
Saturday and Sunday. The outbound 
flight departs from Chengdu at 
18:30 Beijing time and arrives in 
Colombo at 21:50 local time.  
   The inbound flight departs from 
Colombo at 23:10 local time and 
arrives in Chengdu at 06:40 of the 
second day. The new nonstop route 
will be Air China’s fourth one to 
Southeast Asia after the launch of 
the routes to Kathmandu, Mumbai 
and Bangalore by the carrier. 
   It will spare passengers who travel 
between southwest China and Sri 
Lanka the trouble of having to make 
flight connections in cities of Beijing, 
Shanghai, Hong Kong, Bangkok 
and Singapore, thusly cutting the 
travel time from 10 hours to five 
and a half hours. 
   Air China will introduce a number 
of services on the route. First Class/
Business Class passengers who fly 
to Colombo from Chengdu are 
entitled to free chauffeured transfer 
between the airport and downtown 
in Chengdu; passengers with flight 
connections in Chengdu within 24 
hours are entitled to free hotel stay 
and free transfer between the hotel 
and the airport; First Class/Business 
Class passengers on international 
flight segment with flight 
connections in Chengdu are entitled 
to free stay in a five-star hotel. 
   China and Sri Lanka have been 
friendly neighbours for many 
centuries. Recent years have seen 
the relationship between the two 
countries develop very rapidly. Now, 
China is Sri Lanka’s third largest 
trading partner, and more and more 
Chinese tourists visit Sri Lanka. 

Statistics of 2013 suggest that 
China has become the country’s 
largest source of tourists in East Asia. 
   The friendly exchanges and 
cooperation between Sichuan 
province and Sri Lanka have been 
developing at a fast pace. Now, 
Sri Lanka has opened its consulate 
in Chengdu, and the cooperation 
between Sichuan and Sri Lanka 
in the fields of economy, trade, 
investment, education and tourism 
is becoming closer and closer. The 
new route will further facilitate the 
exchanges between the two regions. 
Sri Lanka boasts a long history 
and world-class tourism resources. 
Seven of its historical sites have 
been named World Heritage Sites 
by UNESCO. Its four 2,300-year-
old national parks are well known 
around the world. Zoos and 
botanical gardens are everywhere. 

Sri Lanka deserves its reputation as 
an “Island of Gem” since it’s the 
world’s largest mine of precious 
stones. Its eastern coast, hailed as 
“Golden Coast,” impresses with 
its aquamarine water and deep 
sea fish species, best for surfing, 
swimming, diving and deep sea 
fishing enthusiasts. 
Chengdu - Colombo route is the 
first of the kind linking the two 
cities and represents one of the 
important moves of Air China to 
make Chengdu its regional hub 
of operations. It will solidify the 
position of Chengdu as a centre 
of traffic in South Asia, and is part 
of Air China’s endeavour to make 
Chengdu an international hub of 
commercial aviation. 
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IRVINE, USA: Pierce Brosnan, 
known worldwide for his 
sophisticated movie hero roles, 
again makes the ‘Perfect Getaway’ 
in Kia Motors America’s (KMA) 
60-second spot for the all-new 
2016 Kia Sorento CUV.
   The commercial, which made 
its broadcast debut during the 
third quarter of Super Bowl 
XLIX, which is part of KMA’s 
multifaceted campaign for the 
2016 Sorento CUV, Brosnan 
listens to a Hollywood agent 
pitching a starring role in an 
upcoming project.
   As the agent describes various 
scenes, Brosnan confidently 
interjects one movie cliche after 
another, wrongly assuming he and 
the Sorento will encounter danger 
at every turn.
   “Packed with first-class materials 
and amenities, the all-new 
Sorento delivers a premium utility 
experience, and Pierce Brosnan’s 
persona is the perfect fit for our 
seventh Super Bowl commercial, 

HOLLYWOOD HERO’S PERFECT GETAWAY

which finds the action star and 
Kia’s most capable CUV ever 
charging up a snowy mountain 
road for a very different type of 
adventure that turns out to be the 
‘Perfect Getaway’,” said Michael 
Sprague, executive vice-president 
of sales and marketing, KMA.
   “Along with the two leading 
teams, at one of America’s greatest 
sporting events, the Super Bowl 
commercials are the centerpiece 

of the day,” said Brosnan. “I’ve 
enjoyed being a part of the Kia 
team, which traditionally has one 
of the most memorable spots in 
the game.”
   Before and after the Super Bowl, 
Kia’s The Perfect Getaway Vehicle 
campaign - created by advertising 
agency of record, David&Goliath 
- will incorporate multiple 
components, including TV, cinema, 
digital and social media.

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA: Vance 
Joy has launched 2015 in style, 
with stunning performances of 
Mess Is Mine and Riptide on 
Jimmy Kimmel Live!

VANCE JOY’S STAR CONTINUES TO SHINE 
   Following last year’s Hottest 
100 victory with Riptide, Vance Joy 
followed up the success this year 
with three songs making it into 
the countdown – Mess Is Mine 
at #13, First Time at #50 and 
Georgia at #93.
   His acclaimed debut album, 
Dream Your Life Away, is now gold 
locally, with lead single Riptide five-
time platinum and Mess Is Mine 
also closing in on platinum status.
   Internationally, he continues 
to win over fans daily. In the US 
Riptide is now platinum (having 
sold more than 1 million units) 
and sitting at #31 in the Billboard 
Hot 100, whilst Mess Is Mine has 
begun its journey to the upper 
echelons of the charts, already in 
alternative radio’s Top 20. 

   In Canada, Riptide is now two-
time platinum, with Dream Your Life 
Away certified gold. 
   These achievements add to a long 
and rapidly growing list – Riptide 
is certified three-time platinum 
in Sweden, two-time platinum in 
Ireland, platinum in Norway and 
gold in Austria, Germany, Italy and 
the United Kingdom.
   Vance Joy’s shows in March will 
be the only opportunity for local 
fans to see him perform his own 
headline concerts this year, though 
he will return at year’s end as main 
support at Taylor Swift’s stadium 
shows, after performing with her for 
the duration of her North American 
tour dates from May. Limited tickets 
remain for the tour

www.vancejoy.com
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MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA: 
After releasing their debut 
album Gravity Wins Again to 
critical acclaim in April last year, 
Melbourne band I, a Man spent 
the latter half of 2014 touring 
across Australia. 
   On February 21, the band will 
play their only show for 2015 at 
Hugs & Kisses. After nearly five 
years playing together as I, a Man, 
members are this year taking time 
away to head abroad and/or 
focus on different projects. It’s not 
necessarily the last ever I, a Man 
show, but it’s definitely their last 
show for a very long time. 
   The band will be drawing on 
songs from their recent debut long 
player, as well as older material 
from previous EPs You’re Boring Us 
All and Fifteen Thirty Three. 
   They’ll be joined by two of their 
favourite local acts, the recent 

Barely Dressed Records signees, 
New Gods and Sleep Decade. 

Hugs&Kisses
Saturday 21st February
22 Sutherland Street, Melbourne

I, a Man (only show in 2015)
with New Gods & Sleep Decade
Doors 8pm
Tickets $10 +BF / $15 on the door

www.dashtickets.com.au

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA: Frontier 
Touring has announced Icelandic 
melodic-folk marvel Ásgeir will join 
alt-j during their tour in May.
   At 22 years of age, Ásgeir has 
become one of Iceland’s biggest 
break-out stars. His debut release 
Dyrd í dauðathogn has broken 
multiple sales records in his 
homeland – it has become the 
country’s fastest and highest selling 
album by a native artist; with one 
in ten of the Icelandic population 
owning the album. It has also 
outsold even the combined debuts of 
countrymates Björk and Sigur Rós.
   With the help of indie rock 
maestro, John Grant, Ásgeir 
translated the album into English 
and In The Silence (out now through 
Inertia) was born, garnering equal 
acclaim. Spawning the hit single 
King And Cross, the triple j Feature 
Album debuted at #18 in the ARIA 
Album Chart and quickly surged to 
#8 in its second week.
   Having sold-out sideshows when 
here for Splendour in the Grass 

last July, Ásgeir returned recently 
for appearances at Falls and 
Southbound Festivals as well hugely 
lauded headline performances at 
Melbourne’s Forum Theatre and 
Sydney Opera House.
   Meanwhile, alt-J’s sophomore 
album This Is All Yours (out now 
through Liberator Music) has claimed 
three spots in the top thirty of triple 
j’s 2014 Hottest 100 countdown - 
Hunger Of The Pine at #26, Left 

hugs & kisses as i, a man take a break 

ALT-J NAMES AUSTRALIAN TOUR SUPPORT 
Hand Free at #16 and Every Other 
Freckle at #14.
   This Is All Yours was recently 
certified gold by ARIA and received 
a nomination for Alternative Music 
Album in the 2015 Grammy Awards, 
alongside contemporaries Arcade 
Fire and Jack White. alt-J have also 
been nominated for Best British 
Group and Mastercard British Album 
of the Year at the 2015 BRITs.

www.altjband.com
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EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND: 
Scotland is the place to be in 
2015 for lovers of fine spirits with 
many exciting events happening 
throughout the year.
   The Isle of Harris Distillery in 
Tarbert will be the first distillery in 

2015 A FINE YEAR FOR SCOTCH WHISKEY 

Harris when it opens this spring. Its 
creation has been driven by a deep 
and abiding love for the beauty 
and wit of the area and its people. 
It will be a Social Distillery that 
gives its guests a warm welcome 
with personal guided tours and the 

rare opportunity to find how the 
first Harris whisky will be made. 
Local produce will be on offer in its 
canteen and retail area. 
   The re-awakening of Annandale 
Distillery after 90 years means 
that fine Single Malt Scotch whisky 
will flow again from the Scottish 
Borders. A variety of tours will show 
visitors the processes of whisky 
making and the Distillery Manager 
will be on hand to answer any 
questions.  Local craftsmanship will 
be displayed in the woodwork and 
furniture and there will also be a 
coffee shop and retail area. 
   Meanwhile, Glengoyne Distillery 
is extending its tour offering with the 
opening of a new maturation area 
and warehouse, No1 Warehouse. 
Visitors will learn about the 
effect different oak species, cask 
manufacture and previous fill of 
casks has on the spirit and will draw 
two drams directly from a fill sherry 
cask and first fill bourbon barrel.

www.visitscotland.com

flying to argentina the easy way
AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND: 
Air New Zealand will fly direct flights 
between Auckland and Buenos 
Aires, Argentina - the airline’s first 
scheduled service to South America.
   An Air New Zealand Boeing 777-
200 will operate three return services 
a week, all year round. 
   Air New Zealand chief executive 
officer, Christopher Luxon, said the 
new destination, the airline’s twenty-
eigth international port, opens up an 
exciting new world for travellers from 
both NZ and Australia.
   “South America was once the 
domain of the intrepid explorer, but 
the direct service to Buenos Aires, 
with a flight time of around 12 
hours, means a quick and action 
packed getaway is now a reality. 
   “Buenos Aires is the most popular 
tourist city in South America and is a 
perfect stepping stone for those who 
then want to explore the country, or 
continent, further.” 
“We’ve been very clear about our 

aspirations for growth in the Pacific 
Rim. Our flights to Singapore 
commence next month and this route 
to Buenos Aires further strengthens 
our network in the Pacific Rim.”
   The service will also enable 
Argentineans to travel directly 
to New Zealand and then on to 
Australia on Air New Zealand’s 
extensive trans-Tasman network, or 
to Singapore and South East Asia. 

   Air New Zealand will enter into 
a code share agreement with 
Aerolíneas Argentinas, subject to 
obtaining regulatory approvals, 
which will see Aerolíneas Argentinas’ 
code return to the South Pacific 
market on the new route and on key 
connecting Trans-Tasman services, 
and Air New Zealand will code share 
on Aerolíneas Argentinas’ services 
to Brazil.
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MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA: The 
Australian Grand Prix Corporation 
has announced Melbourne model, 
Elyse Knowles, as the female 
Ambassador for the 2015 Formula 
1 Rolex Australian Grand Prix.
   Hailing from the Melbourne 
suburb of Eltham, Knowles, 22, 
has been working her way up the 
ranks of the local and international 
modelling scene.
   Knowles, whose face will become 
synonymous with the 2015 Formula 
1® Rolex Australian Grand Prix 
in the lead up to, and during the 
event, couldn’t be happier about 
securing the prestigious role.
   “I’m lucky to have travelled to 
some amazing spots around the 
world but I’m never happier than 
when I’m on home soil. In my eyes, 
Melbourne is the best place on 
earth - there’s absolutely nowhere 
else that compares, especially when 
it comes to big sporting events,” 
Knowles said.
   “I love extreme sports or 
anything with a bit of action so I 
can’t wait to experience everything 
that Formula 1 is about – it’s all 
still sinking in, but I’m so excited 
about the opportunity!” 
   Australian Grand Prix Corporation 

CEO, Andrew Westacott, is pleased 
to welcome Knowles as ambassador 
for the 2015 Formula 1 Rolex 
Australian Grand Prix.
   “In 2015 we’re celebrating two 
decades of Formula 1 in Melbourne 
and it’s fantastic that the event 
can provide another up and 
coming Melbourne model with a 
springboard onto the world stage,” 
Westacott said.
   “Elyse is the epitome of the 
great Australian spirit – hard 
working, down to earth and good-
humoured and she will be an 
exceptional ambassador for the 
event and for Melbourne.”
   A self-confessed thrill seeker, 
Knowles’ adrenalin is set to reach 
new levels when she takes a ride 
in the Formula 1 Australian Grand 
Prix Swisse Two-seater as part of 
her role.
   Her duties will also include 
welcoming international guests and 
celebrities to Melbourne for the 
March event, as well as hosting the 
hottest party of year - GP@23 at 
Crown’s Club23.
   For tickets and more information 
on the 2015 Formula 1 Rolex 
Australian Grand Prix: 

www.grandprix.com.au

BRAZIL RACE CANCELLED
Organisers have surprisingly 
cancelled the March 8 
INDYCAR race in Brasília. Two-
thirds of the seats available for 
the event had already been 
sold, a title sponsor (ITAIPAVA) 
announced; hospitality was 
sold out; and track construction 
was progressing and scheduled 
to be complete in time for the 
event. Although INDYCAR has 
not received formal confirmation 
from its partners in Brazil 
regarding the cancellation, 
economically INDYCAR is 
protected and the paddock is 
protected from such action.

PLENTY OF BULL
Red Bull has launched FOCUS 
Series 2 with an exclusive 
preview attended by Red 
Bull athletes and celebrities. 
Appearing on Red Bull TV, the 
second 6-part FOCUS series 
this time takes viewers behind 
the slick veneer of 12 of the 
most successful international 
athletes on the planet, including 
Olympic canoeist Jessica Fox, 
hang-glider Jon Durand, big 
waver surfer Mark Mathews and 
triathlete Courtney Atkinson. 
Catch a new episode of FOCUS 
Series 2 every Friday through to 
Friday March 6, exclusively on 
Red Bull TV.

RUDD’S NEW OFFERING
Xavier Rudd has premiered 
his brand new single Come 
People on triple j, broadcasting 
live with Veronica and Lewis. 
Come People is the first taste 
from Xavier Rudd & The United 
Nations’ forthcoming album 
Nanna (out March 13) and is 
available on iTunes February 
6. Nanna is a directional shift 
for Xavier Rudd, who gets to 
strap on a guitar and stand 
front-and-centre for the first 
time in his career.
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MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA: 
The new arts hub being created 
on the site of the old George 
Cinemas in Fitzroy Street, St Kilda 
will now be known as Alex Theatre 
St Kilda. The new venue will 
house two state-of-the-art theatres 

entrepreneur Mr. Aleksander Vass 
has invested $1million dollars in 
the refurbishment, signifying one 
of the largest private investments 
in the arts in Victoria in recent 
years. 
   “The Alex Theatre name has 
ties with Victoria’s stage history, 
being one of the first successful 
venues established in the 1800s. 
Also, worldwide it’s the name of 
iconic venues, so I take it all as a 
good omen,” said Mr. Vass.  “St 
Kilda residents have been blunt 
in telling me how much they want 
our theatres to succeed. Now we 
need to get the rest of Victoria to 
sit up and take notice.”
   Set to open in February, 2015 
Alex Theatre St Kilda will program 
live shows and cinema, and will 
work as an ‘attractor’ to the 
cafes, restaurants, hotels and bars 
in the area.

and a professional rehearsal 
space/black box theatre catering 
for the arts and entertainment 
community, while still having the 
capability to operate as a cinema.
   Founder and Managing 
Director of the project, 

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA: In one 
of Oz Rock’s best kept secrets, 
the legendary Cold Chisel has 
announced details of an intimate, 
one-off show in Canberra.
   The iconic band will hit 
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Canberra’s 
Royal Theatre 
on Thursday, 
February 26, 
2015. This 
date at The 
Royal will be 
Cold Chisel’s 
first Australian 
show in nearly 
three years and 
their first ACT 
visit since their 
sold out show 
at the – much 
bigger - AIS in 
2011.
   “There’s a 
great energy 
about really 
seeing the 

whites of people’s eyes at gigs like 
this”, says the band’s frontman, 
Jimmy Barnes. “It’s always that bit 
more intense.”
   “We’re looking forward to 
playing at the Royal Theatre”, said 

piano player Don Walker. “We’re 
thinking of dedicating the show to 
Prince Phillip, who really doesn’t 
get enough recognition.”
   Since news of the band’s 
headline appearance at this year’s 
Clipsal 500 in Adelaide on March 
1, Cold Chisel fans have been 
eagerly awaiting details of more 
gigs but it turns out that this will 
be their one and only show this 
time around. 
   The week after Clipsal, they will 
return to the studio for more work 
on a new album that is pencilled 
for late 2015.
   Fans can expect the Royal 
Theatre setlist will be one of Cold 
Chisel’s longest yet with the band 
likely to try out some new tunes 
as well as classics like Khe Sanh, 
Bow River, You Got Nothin’ I 
Want, My Baby, Forever Now and 
Flame Trees.
   Tickets to the band’s Canberra 
Royal Theatre warm-up show are 
on sale now. 

Alex theatre set to be St Kilda hub

COLD CHISEL WARMS UP IN CANBERRA



TATARSTAN, RUSSIA: The first 
Russian territorial brand based 
on a historical-cultural heritage 
- Heritage of Tatarstanhas been 
presented to the international 
community.
   It is hoped the new branding will 
help Tatarstan increase touristic flow 
and attract additional investment. 
Development of the brand was 
made by the Centre of Strategic 
Communications, Apostol.
   One of the key objectives 
of the new brand is to open 
historical-cultural potential and 
gain attention throughout the 
international community.
   The brand is based on successful, 
benchmark campaigns employed 
by countries and cities such as 
Singapore, New-York, Berlin, Hong 
Kong and Amsterdam, which 
have all successfully capitalised 
on branding focussed on social-
cultural foundation.
   The Heritage of Tatarstan brand 
is one of the most important and 
cohesive projects recently developed 
in regard to Russian culture.
   One of the biggest regions of 
Russia, Tatarstan has a unique 
cultural heritage with more than 
1000-years of history, which is 
protected by UNESCO.
   Tatarstan is one of the most 
multiethnic republics of Russian 
Federation. More than 170 
nationalities and ethnoses live in the 
territory of Tatarstan. The new brand 
is aimed at making a contribution 
to the formation of the inhabitants’ 
civil identity, giving people an 
opportunity to associate themselves 
with Tatarstan and help to answer 
the question that millions of 
people ask each day, “Who am 
I as a citizen and what how is my 
culture expressed?”
   “In the modern world, for active 
social and economic growth it, 
is necessary to possess a strong 
brand which would attract attention 
of investors and tourists,” said 
president of the Republic of 
Tatarstan Rustam Minnikhanov. 
“In this regard, when forming a 
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brand, it is important to translate 
the existing unique cultural norms 
(that) are historically native for the 
population, which are congenial 

and understandable for the citizens, 
into symbolic language. The new 
brand Heritage of Tatarstan is 
intended to play this role.”

RUSSIAN TERRITORY REVEALS BRANDING
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CLASSIC
ALL

IMPORTS

Live Your Dream

She’s been your elusive obsession 
for as long as you can remember 
- a stunning, classic beauty that 
stole your heart and never let go. 
And now you can be together. 

Our classic machines are sourced 
from the dry USA states of 
Arizona, Nevada and (Southern) 
California. And if you’ve found 
your own classic beauty online (or 
motorcycle, boat, jet ski or any 
large object), we can also ship 
your purchase from just about 
anywhere in the USA and on to 
Melbourne, Australia. 
   All Classic Imports also stocks 
a range of new and used parts, 
including panels and exterior 
trim pieces, interior and electrical 

DREAM IT. LIVE IT. DRIVE IT. 

P: 0434554450

E: peter@allclassicimports.com

www.allclassicimports.com

items, as well as modern fuel 
injected engine upgrades. 



FORMULA ONE IS back, with 
(almost) all teams hitting the track 
for day one of the first pre-season 
test at Jerez in Spain. 
   Four-time World Champion 
Sebastian Vettel ended the day 
quickest in his first outing for 
Ferrari, but it was Mercedes driver 
Nico Rosberg (middle) that sent an 
ominous warning to the rest of the 
paddock, completing 157 laps – 
more than double the amount of 
the next best. 
   Australian Daniel Ricciardo 
debuted a striking new Infiniti Red 
Bull Racing test livery (bottom) 
and was fourth fastest, completing 
35 laps. 
   “We got going pretty well this 
morning and I got a few laps under 
my belt, so the first impressions are 
good,” Ricciardo said. 
   “We’ll get a few more laps 
over the next few days, but 
so far everything seems pretty 
encouraging. I can feel a step 
forward. I won’t go into too much 
detail but it’s there. We didn’t do a 
whole lot of laps but definitely more 
than at this test last year! A good 
first day, there are some positive 
signs there. 
   “The livery’s cool. It’s a testing 
specification for us but I think it 

COUNTDOWN ON to AUSSIE GRAND PRIX
looks really good. Maybe I need a 
matching helmet.” 
   Fernando Alonso enjoyed a low 
key debut for McLaren-Honda 
(below), completing six laps with 
a fastest time some 18 seconds 

off the pace, in what was the first 
proper running for the new Honda 
power unit. The pre-season test 
will continue with World Champion 
Lewis Hamilton taking over driving 
duties at Mercedes.

www.grandprix.com.au
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MARKING ITS TWENTIETH 
anniversary this year, Barnardos 
Mother of the Year is sharing 
the love this Valentine’s Day 
by celebrating with a 20-Day 
Nomination Countdown Prize 
Giveaway. 
   Nominate any deserving Mum 
any time up until the February 15 
for your chance to win a great 
prize every day, including Pandora 
jewellery, Microsoft Windows 
Packages and Cannon Powershot 
cameras. And if that’s not all, 
every person will also receive 
a complimentary $20 Simone 
Perele Lingerie voucher just for 
nominating. 
   In addition, you and your 
nominated Mum will be in the 
running to win a trip to Sydney to 
attend the prestigious Barnardos 
Mother of the Year twentieth 
Anniversary Announcement Event, 
take home a wealth of prizing, 
meet and mingle with celebrity 
ambassadors and more. 

   Barnardos Mother of the Year 
celebrates every day mums who 
go over and above for children. 
The awards recognise the diverse 
range of mothers who exist all over 
Australia. Each wonderful Mum – 
birth, foster, step or adoptive – wife, 
partner, sister, daughter, aunty, 

grandmother, friend, neighbour 
or that special person in the 
local community reminds us that 
mothering comes in many different 
forms. Every Mum is special, and 
each deserves to be congratulated 
and thanked. 

www.barnardos.org.au

celebrate mum this valentine’s day

SEE CIRQUE’S STUNNING TOTEM COSTUMES 

MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA: For 
a limited time, Melbourne residents 
have the opportunity to get up 
close to a selection of the stunning 
costumes from Totem, the awe-
inspiring Cirque du Soleil production 
now playing under the Big Top at 
Flemington Racecourse.
   The exhibition of six costumes 
from Totem is currently showing at 
Highpoint Shopping Centre, outside 

Mecca Maxima on Level 3, until 
February 23, 2015. The exhibition 
will then transfer to Southgate Centre 
and will be on display on the Level 1 
Mezzanine from March 5 to 23.
   These costumes represent the 
wonderful work of Australia’s own 
Kym Barrett, the Totem costume 
designer who is best known around 
the world for her work in films 
including Baz Luhrmann’s Romeo 

+ Juliet, The Matrix series and the 
upcoming Jupiter Ascending, set for 
release on February 19, starring Mila 
Kunis and Channing Tatum.
   Totem explores the fascinating 
journey of the evolution of mankind 
and our close connection to the 
animal world. Kym Barrett’s detailed 
design process entailed research 
into real animals, plants and birds, 
as well as traditional cultural and 
tribal designs to inspire her fanciful, 
inventive concoctions. 
   “Although Totem is quite 
fantastical, there’s also a sense of 
reality. The costumes were inspired 
in part by documentary film,” said 
Barrett of the costumes.
   Totem is currently performing 
under the blue and yellow Big Top at 
Flemington Racecourse until March 
29, 2015. Combining mesmerising 
acrobatic acts and stunning visual 
effects, Totem features a cast of 
46 world-class acrobats, actors, 
musicians and singers.For show and 
ticket information: 

www.cirquedusoleil.com/totem
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InDaHouse
A great new year 

by 
Darren
HOUSE

AS THE SAYING goes, time flies 
when you’re having fun, and we’ve 
been having so much fun putting 
Prodijee together that I forgot to 
acknowledge a great milestone 
in Prodijee’s history – our third 
anniversary.
   Prodijee turned three in November 
2014, and while that makes Prodijee 
young in print publishing terms, 
it’s quite a long time in digital 
publishing terms, a milestone that 
many other digital publisher have 
failed to achieve.
   Our readership continues to 
grow around the world, and it’s 
very rewarding for our staff and 
contributors to know their work 
is appreciated in Australia, New 
Zealand, Asia, USA, UK, Europe, 
South America and Russian
   We’ve enjoyed bringing you a 
wide variety of stories covering 
entertainment, fashion, sport, food 

and beverage, travel, motoring and 
sport particularly motorsport, where 
we have told the stories of some of 
the world’s biggest stars, including 
Daniel Ricciardo, Casey Stoner, Sir 
Jackie Stewart and Mario Andretti, 
along with local V8 Supercar stars 
Jamie Whincup.   
   We’ve also had the pleasure of 
meeting some world class chefs 
including and Shane Delia, Johnny 
Di Francessco , as well  as the stars 
of world-class performers from shows 
produced by Cirque du Soleil and 
Speigelworld.
   In 2015 we will continue to bring 
you a range of established stars, 
along with a great range of emerging 
talent, along with great places to see 
around the world, and wonderful 
food, drink and restaurants. Our 
website will also receive a substantial 
overhaul to provide even more of the 
very best lifestyle happenings?   
   So, as we head into year four, I 
take this opportunity to thank you 
– our readers – for your continued 
support and positive feedback, 
as well as our dedicated team of 
contributors, without whom Prodijee 
could not happen. 
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roadtest
saving your skin from the sun

by 
Carol
SHERIDAN 
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UNTEEZE THE TANGLE

OLAY’S NEW RANGE - The 
Tangle Teezer isn’t new, but I have 
seen so many people using it I 
thought it was time I gave it a try to 
see what all the fuss was about. 

JOJOBA SUN RESCUE PACK

WE ALL KNOW by now that the 
Sun can cause a lot of damage to 
our skin, and most of us heed all 
the warnings and cover ourselves 
with sunscreen, wear protective 
clothing and often don a hat, 
but there are times where we are 
caught out. We might forget to 
reapply our sunscreen. The weather 
may be overcast and we forget that 
we can get burnt even when the sun 
isn’t shining.
   There are many reasons that we 
might end up exposed to the Sun 
and suffer the consequences later. 
That sting of sunburn, the redness 
of skin that often itches and peels a 
few days later will remind us not to 
let our skin be exposed again, but 
what do you do when it’s too late - 
you are already suffering?
   The Jojoba Company has 
launched an After Sun Rescue Pack 
to help us get through the pain that 
our overexposure can cause.
   The three-step routine will sooth, 
refresh and hydrate throughout the 
hotter months. The 100 per cent 
natural Jojoba creates the perfect 
barrier against harsh environmental 
elements, while the combination 
of Redness Reducing Balm and 
Antioxidant Hydrating Mist is the 
perfect treatment to calm and cool 
redness and sunburnt skin.
   These products are delicately 
scented. The Redness Reducing 
Balm is a lightweight cream that 
is enriched with antioxidants. And 
whilst my skin when was only slightly 

ARBONNE’S GENIUS BOOSTER SERUM 

IT IS COMMON practice these 
days to apply a serum to our 
faces, but what about the rest of 
our body?
   Arbonne’s Genius Booster Serum 
is an anti-ageing body serum that 
is specifically designed to help 
fight visible signs of ageing and 
encourage gorgeous, radiant-
looking skin from the neck down.
   Formulated for all skin types, 
this serum is simple to use. Simply 
shake the bottle well, combine two 
pumps with your favourite body 
moisturiser and apply all over your 
body morning and evening, or you 
can massage the serum directly 
onto a particularly needy part of 
your body, or just to enhance your 
skin’s natural glow.
   This little serum is a great boost 
for your skin. RRP – AU$68.00

www.arbonneinternational.com.au

pink when I trialled this product, I 
found it to be very nourishing and 
soothing and that the pink tinge I 
was sporting definitely eased. I have 
no doubt it would reduce redness 
and soreness of sunburnt skin, 
particularly when combined with 
the use of the very light and cooling 
Hydrating Mist.
   Suitable for all skin types and 
beautifully packaged in a mesh 
bag, these products are something 
I would recommend, not only for 
sunburn, but also if your skin needs 
a little nurturing from Jojoba, which 
is naturally full of Omega 6 & 9 
fatty acids, and Vitamins A, D and E.
   The products are suitable for all 
skin types and come beautifully 
packaged in a mesh bag.
   The pack is available at leading 
health food stores, selected 
pharmacies across Australia and 
online RRP – AU$39.95
www.thejojobacompany.com.au
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   This brush fits nicely into the 
palm of your hand, which gives 
you a bit more control than 
you would have with a regular 
handled brush. The bristles are 
short so getting through thick 
hair might be a bit of a problem, 
I recommend sectioning your 
hair if this applies to you. For 
fine to medium hair, which seem 
to be the hair types that tangle 
more, this is a great product. It 
doesn’t tug at your hair and it very 
easily untangles knots, which is 
particularly useful when you are 
brushing wet hair. 
   Another benefit to the Tangle 
Teezer is that it’s great for 
children’s hair. As I mentioned 
before, it doesn’t pull or drag at 
the hair, thus eliminating the ‘ouch 
mum, you’re hurting me’ cries.

www.tangle-teezer.com.au

FRESH AND FRUITY BABIES

by 
Hayley
COUTTS

NATURE’S CARE 
AUSTRALIA has 
introduced a new 
formulation for its popular 
Paw Paw Baby Shampoo 
and Body Wash, and Paw 
Paw Baby Balm.
   Made with real Paw Paw 
and all-natural derived 
plant-based ingredients, 
Nature’s Care Paw Paw 
Baby Shampoo and Body 
Wash is 100 per cent soap free 
and pH balanced so it cleans 
delicate skin without over-drying.   
   I like to always feed my baby 
nutritious food, so why not use 
products that are nutritious for his 
skin too. The Paw Paw Baby range 
is enriched with natural ingredients 
that help care for young skin at 
bath and nappy change time. 
Paw Paw is well known for its 
therapeutic qualities; rich in 
omega nine and vitamins A and 
C it helps to keep baby’s hair, skin 
and scalp soft and hydrated. 
   Free from nasty chemicals, 
the body wash has a lovely fresh 
and fruity aroma – it makes the 
whole house smell nice and it 
easily removes those horrid sour 
smells that posseting babies can 
sometimes get. The body wash 
is also suitable for shampooing 
baby’s hair making it a great all-

in-one product for head to toe. 
   The beeswax, sunflower seed 
oil, vitamin E and natural Paw Paw 
in the balm combine to make a 
rich, soothing balm that creative a 
protective barrier over baby’s skin 
that helps prevent nappy rash. 
   Nature’s Care Paw Paw Baby 
Balm is also great for mums too. 
It can be used in breast-feeding to 
protect nipples (cleanse away the 
product before feeding), or keep 
in your handbag to use on lips, 
hands and body – anywhere you 
need to moisturise and protect skin 
– it’s one of those great all round 
products that is very handy to keep 
in your bag. 
   Nature’s Care Paw Paw Baby 
Balm, 100g, is available exclusively 
from Woolworths priced $6.99. 
Nature’s Care Paw Paw Baby 
Shampoo and Body Wash, 500ml 
is available from Woolworths, 
priced $8.99.



by 
Holly
SCAUNICH
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Time for big Hair and smooth skin

Schwarzkopf Professional Sessions 
Label Osis+ Dust It Flex 

MARZENA ROLL ON GEL-WAX
 

IT’S HARD TO find hair care these 
days without the added ingredient 
of oil, so it is no surprise that it is 
now found in dry shampoos. Seven 
Wonders Moroccan Argan Oil Dry 
Shampoo incorporates organic 
ingredients and is preservative, 
paraben and aluminium free, so 
you know that it’s not going to 
damage the hair. The dry shampoo 
is designed to be sprayed in then 
brushed through, giving a freshly 
washed look to the hair. 
   My initial thought was that it 
gave my hair a fresh look without 
changing the texture, however if 
you are fine haired like me, within 
minutes it will weigh your hair down. 
I would recommend this product only 
for thicker hair where this wouldn’t 
be a problem. It is also important to 
know that this dry shampoo is a very 
white spray and would work best for 
medium to lighter hair, as on darker 
hair the colour will not completely 
brush out. In the wide hair care 
market, this product is wonderfully 
priced at AU$12.95. 

IF YOU’RE LIKE me then you 
know when it comes to hair, 
the bigger the better. With so 
many products on the market 
promising that voluminous look, 
it’s great to find one that really 
is true. The mattifying powder 
of the Schwarzkopf Professional 
Sessions Label Osis+ Dust It Flex 
will give even the finest of hair 
extreme volume without any greasy 
appearance. 
   The product is grey in colour 
making it suitable for the darkest 
to the lightest of hair. Schwarzkopf 
also states this powder is a more 
flexible version, making the hair 
easily restyled. That is my one 
disagreement. While it doesn’t 
have the same tacky consistency as 
many of the volume powders on the 

market do, when creating any kind 
of volume on the roots with powder 
it is going to leave a residue behind 
that can make the hair harder to 
brush through and restyle. Very 
similar to brushing through slightly 
knotty hair, it will have a toughness 
to it. If you can get past that then this 
powder is a 100 per cent go ahead. 
Retailing for AU$28.95, it is on the 
steeper end of volume style powders, 
however the quality is also better 
than those lower priced. Definitely 
a must have product for those of us 
with a finer or flatter hair.

WITH THE WARMER weather 
comes the increased need for 
hair removal. Marzena has 
released a roll on wax that 
requires no heating time and 
is suitable for face and body – 
priced at AU$22.95 for the kit. 
   Being a beauty therapist, I 
am used to many different styles 
of wax and I would have to 
say that the wax in this product 
is wonderful. But while it’s 
convenient that you can just roll 
the product on, it simply comes 
out too thickly. 
   Due to the consistency, I 
wouldn’t recommend using it on 
more sensitive areas, such as 
face as it could cause damage 
to the skin. Also, I feel the strips 

SEVEN WONDERS MOROCCAN ARGAN OIL 
DRY SHAMPOO
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MARZENA LARGE WAX STRIPS
 

included with the product are not 
adequate for this type of wax as 
it just soaks through, reducing 
the ability to remove hair. I would 
suggest purchasing thicker strips 
separately to avoid a messy 
situation. I do like that the wax 
is infused with Manuka honey, 
leaving behind a smooth, soft skin. 
With separate strips and a different 
applicator, this product would be 
amazing, however currently, it just 
misses the mark for me.

AT HOME WAX strips have been 
on the market for generations and 
with so many brands it can be hard 
to know which ones are best to 
use. While being a wonderful size, 
Marzena Large Sensitive Wax Strips 
are intended to make waxing large 
areas such as legs so simple to do. 
Unfortunately, these didn’t remove 
a lot of hair and due to the gentle 
consistency of the product, a portion 
of the wax stayed behind with the 
hair. I love how Marzena infuse their 
waxes with products designed to 
comfort and soothe such as green 
tea extract, but with that being said, 
it should also be worth noting that 
what hair was removed was done 
so in a pretty painful way - so if you 
are faint hearted its best to keep 
this point in mind. Well priced at 
AU$10.95 but unfortunately not my 
top choice.

by 
Chetna
CHAWLA

THE EASY WAY TO TIE HAIR
THE INVISIBOBBLE 
IS the new alternative 
to traditional hair ties. 
Available in packs of three 
(AU$10.95 retail price), 
the Invisibobble comes in 
a variety of colours, such 
as red, yellow, pink, blue, 
brown, white, black and 
clear. It is a telephone cord 
design, waterproof hair tie 
that is extremely helpful for 
those who really do not like 

   Apart from ponytails, I found 
it to be extremely helpful with 
topknots or buns - a hairstyle I 
often turn to if I’m running late or 
have no idea what to do with my 
hair on that day. 
   The loops and shape of the 
bobble are able to securely 
capture all your hair into a neat 
updo and even with my layers 
(which often means my bun is 
virtually a ponytail after a few 
hours), this remains secure 
throughout the day, An extra plus 
is that there is no need for pesky 
bobby pins to poke and prod into 
your hair.
   The Invisibobble is extremely 
useful and durable, and it is 
definitely a keeper. It is not only 
good for your hair as it reduces 
breakage, kinks and headaches, 
it also remains secure throughout 
the day. As I personally love updos 
and hate the hassle of bobby pins, 
the Invisibobble is a welcome 
alternative to a traditional hair tie.

to spend too much time worrying 
about their hair or simply do not 
have the time to.
   We all love a good high 
ponytail or updo, but sometimes 
the killer headache after is not 
worth it. However, I truly felt the 
difference with the Invisibobble. 
The interesting and unique design 
is able to securely keep your 
hair up without tugging at your 
hair or scalp and consequently 
reduces breakage.
   The spiral shape of the loop 
almost seemed to blend into 
the form of my hair rather than 
‘choking’ it, and again, as I 
removed it from my hair, there 
was definitely less breakage. 
I did not even have to worry 
about those annoying kinks 
that I can get in my hair after a 
long day, as the design allows 
pressure to be distributed evenly 
throughout the hair.
   This product is also water-
repellent and extremely durable, 
so it won’t snap when you attempt 
to yank it around your bun that 
extra time. This makes it an 
extremely useful and must-have 
accessory for summer. Unlike 
most hair ties that wear out 
and stretch with every use until 
they are practically useless, the 
Invisibobble does stretch but it 
maintains its strength and ensures 
that your ponytail does not 
gradually sink to the nape of your 
neck by the end of the day.
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sealed
with

a kiss
WHILE NOTHING COMES CLOSE TO PASHING YOUR 
PARTNER ON VALENTINE’S DAY, A THOUGHTFUL 
GIFT IS STILL MUCH APPRECIATED. AND LET’S FACE 
IT, WITHOUT A GIFT, YOU MAY NOT GET THAT KISS. 
SO TO ENSURE YOU GET BOTH THIS YEAR, HERE’S 
OUR ESSENTIAL VALENTINE’S DAY GIFT GUIDE!
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RED BALLOON OFFERS GIFTS FOR 
COUPLES TO DO TOGETHER OR ON 
THEIR OWN

1. Spa Package – from AU$185.00

2. Barista Course – from AU$99.00

3. Beer and BBQ Cooking Class – 
AU$140.00

4. Luxury Tasmanian Getaway with 
Local Wine – two people, two nights – 
AU$550.00

5. Surfing Lessons at Great Ocean Road – 
from AU$165.00

www.redballoon.com.au
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AS ETERNAL AS LOVE
Planning on popping the question this Valentines Day?
If so, you will need to know the 6 C’s of engagement ring 
shopping. Certification - Carat - Clarity - Colour - Cut  
- and Cost,  Mick The Jeweller has been handcrafting 
custom-made designs for the past 13 years. He will work 
with you personally to select the finest diamonds that fit your 
budget and create a custom-made piece that is as eternal 
as your love. 

www.mickthejeweller.com.au

Augusta 18ct 
White Gold 
RRP $2,560

Gattamelata 
18ct Gold 

RRP $1,990

Zuccone 18ct Gold 
RRP $1,810

Botticelli 
Engagement 
Ring $1,750 
and Toulouse 
Wedding 
Band RRP 
$2,240

Cestello Engagement Ring  
Platinum 18ct $2,740

St. Michael 18ct White 
Gold RRP $2,540



PACK A PICNIC FOR YOUR VALENTINE 
AND ENJOY A ROMANTIC SUNSET.

1.  Beautifully presented in a 
handmade pine box, this lovely 
hamper includes  Clovely Estate Left 
Field Pinot Gris or Grenache Shiraz 
Mourvedre 750ml From the South 
Burnett region. Barenuts Macadamias 
150g from South East Queensland. 
Dry roasted with natural Australian sea 
salt. Bunnyconnellen Pétanque Smoked 
Tapenade 240g Handpicked, rough cut 
olives smoked to perfection. 
The Simply Fine Food Company 
Organic Lavoche 60g 100 per cent 
natural, certified organic baked 
lavoche. RRP AU$62.00 
www.downthatlittlelane.com.au

2. XD Design Black Champagne 
Carrier Flute. Very smart looking black 
luxury champagne carrier with green 
rims. Made of EVA, it comes with two 
champagne glasses (flutes) included 
(bottle of champagne not included). 
Add a bottle of your preferred 
champagne and you’ll have an 
exclusive and unique gift. Dimension: 
39 x 29 x 8.5 cm. Two champagne 
glasses included. RRP AU$84.90
www.thedesigngiftshop.com

3. These stunning wicker picnic baskets 
have been designed for picnic fun, so 
leave the devices behind, grab some 
yummy picnic food and a picnic basket 
and find a local picnic spot. Ceramic 
plates, wine glasses, cutlery pouches 
and bottle openers are all included. 
There is also a two-bottle wicker wine 
cooler and royal blue picnic blanket 
included in this range.
RRP AU$132.00-$195.00

Classique picnic blanket - blue with 
beige stripes 1.3x1.55m - includes faux 
leather carry straps and waterproof 
backing. RRP AU$45.00
www.satara.com.auI

4.The tasty ‘Gourmet Delights Kit’, 
packed full of sweet and savoury 
goodies, makes a perfect Valentines 
surprise. Includes Phillippa’s Sesame 
Almonds, Grate Britain Cheddar 
Crackers, It’s The Ducks Nuts 
Macadamias, All Things Choc Fudge 
Cookies, Bahen & Co. Chocolate. RRP 
AU$55.00.

1. 
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5. 
5. This decadent selection of 
gourmet goodies leaves no stone 
unturned. Beautifully packaged 
in a signature grey ‘It Kit’ box, 
the ‘Ultimate Indulgence Kit’ is 
guaranteed to delight! Includes 
Clover Hill Champagne, It’s The 
Duck’s Nuts Macadamias, Bahen 
& Co Chocolate, Grate Britain 
Cheddar Biscuits, Phillippa’s 
Herbed Spiced Nuts, Luxocolat 
Chocolate Strawberries, Simon 
Johnson Cantucci, All Things 
Nice Choc Fudge Cookies, 
and Giuseppe Crostini. RRP 
AU$135.00 
www.theitkit.com.au

SWEETEN THE SENSES WITH FRAGRANCE

hese beautiful, hand poured, scented soy candles 
come in hand moulded glass jars and in a range of 
delectable fragrances. www.ondine.com.au

2. Vanilla Caramel Scented Candle Large Jar - 
320g/60 hours burn time - RRP AU$30.00

1. Pomegranate Travel Tin – 
163 g/40 hours burn time 
– RRP AU $15.00

3. Raspberry & Violet 
Scented Candle 
Medium Jar – 260 g / 
45 hours burn time –
RRP AU $25.00

5. 

1. 

3. 

2. 
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Whether you’re sentimental, like 
to make them smile or looking 
for something classic and 
timeless, engraving is a great 
way to express your love. Mister 
Minit believe emoticons, text 
speak and couple’s monograms 
are the latest ways engraving is 
being adapted in the new age 
to communicate love. Engraving 
is available at Mister Minit from 
Au$12.95 for the first five letters. 
For more sentiments and store 
locations visit the engraving 
page.  

www.misterminit.com.au

NEW AGE LOVE

SAY I LOVE YOU
Unfold this banner card 
to find the ‘I Love You’ 
message. This handmade 
card comes in its own lovely 
handmade paper bag to 
carry a special greeting. 
Bring some romance into 
your life with this extendable 
card - RRP AU $8.95

Heart shaped notebook 

with a red lac cover - RRP 
AU$7.95
www.oxfamshop.org.au

SPOIL YOUR MAN WITH 
I.N.O.X. BY VICTORINOX

Beneath its elegant 
exterior, I.N.O.X. can 
withstand being repeatedly 
driven over by a tank, 
keeping time with the same 
reliable precision when 
trapped inside a block of 
ice or in the stratosphere, 
and is unharmed by 
chemical attacks! Quartz 
movement. Reinforced 
stainless steel case with 
removable black bumper, 
43 mm. Hours, minutes, 
seconds, date, military time 
on the flange. Rubber strap 
in black, khaki or navy 
blue. POA 
www.victorinox.com



FOR THE MAN IN YOUR LIFE – BUILD 
YOUR OWN HAMPER. 

Find yourself a sexy hamper/box and fill it 
with a range of grooming products such 
as Schwarzkopf Professional’s new [3D] 
MEN range.The [3D] MEN products are 
100% engineered for men and powered by 
scientifically proven active ingredients, it’s the 
ultimate toolkit for modern male grooming. 
And as a double whammy, the hamper/box 
can be filled with all the romantic letters you 
send him. RRP - varying.

www.schwarzkopf-professional.com.au
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DECLARATION OF LOVE

Amalfi Always Kiss Me Wall Decor - 32cm
RRP AU $22.95
www.amalfihomewares.com.au

FROM THE HEART
A perfect addition to any space, 
this beautiful light provides a soft, 
warm glow. With a 10cm edge, 
this beautiful piece is comfortable 
laying on its side, or fixed to the 
wall. And with a couple of handy 
hook spaces at the back you can 
do either with ease. Comes with 
a full set of LED bulbs, so that all 
you need to do is unpack and 
plug right in.
PPR: AU$250.00
www.twogirlsandacontainer.com.
au/product/heart-me

GETTING PERSONAL

Personalise your Valentines 
greeting by making and 
decorating your own.
Heart Stickers by Knot and Bow - 
Pack of 36 - Size: 3/4” diameter
RRP AU$5.95
www.simplysweetsoirees.com.au

CHARM YOUR VALENTINE
Sterling Silver snake chain, with four charms: heart stamped 
with ‘you’, small circle disc stamped with ‘&’, large circle disc 
stamped with ‘me’ and freshwater pearl, set in silver. This jewellery 
is hand-made in England. Length of chain: 18”. RRP - £59.95/
AU$114.34. This company ships to all countries globally. 

www.annabeljames.co.uk
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In just over six months I have 
seen more than 65 live 
theatrical productions – all 

second to none on talent and class.
   One of these wonderful 
shows… well… dinner/disaster 
shows (stay with me, this is no 
cruise ship fodder) is that of the 
Fawlty Towers Dining Experience. 
Anybody that doesn’t know what 
Fawlty Towers is, Goggle it and 
watch all twelve episodes at once. 
You will thank me. 
   For the rest of us, Fawlty Towers 
is comedy perfection and is still 
regarded as being one of the best 
TV comedies of all time. 
   It starred John Cleese as Basil 
(the hotel owner), Prunella Scales 
as Sybil (his wife) and Andrew 
Scaths as Manuel (the non-English 
speaking ‘help’), originally airing 
in 1975 and 1979. 
   Based on the television series, 
this genius dinner show has been 
selling out since its UK showcase 
at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in 
2008 and now has a permanent 
home in the Charing Cross hotel 
for the foreseeable future, with 
Australian and European tours set 
for this year. 
   It stars three superb actors 
performing the roles of Manuel, 
Basil and Sybil with absolute joy 
and perfection. I got to witness 
and revel in the astounding and 
abundant talents of Donna Gray 
as Sybil, Jonathon Saunders 
as Basil and Ed Howells as the 
adorable Manuel.
   Guests convene in a lounge 
bar area before Mr Fawlty informs 
you of where you will be sitting 
in the most raucously funny ways 
imaginable. 
   During this, Manuel is instructed 
to collect all the guests’ glasses, 
in his confused nature Manuel 

proceeds to remove and collect 
all the spectacles off the faces 
of the audience – much to the 
dismay of Basil. 
   Guests then sit at a table for 10, 
so be prepared for new company 
– it’s a delight and you will 
certainly have lots to talk about.

london calling 

by 
Rik
BARNETT

   Donna Gray as Sybil is cutting 
and magnificent, shining up a 
guest’s baldhead in order to use it 
as a mirror. Calling people “good 
eaters” because their waistlines 
are perhaps a little larger others. 
   To start our dinner we are served 
with soup and a bread roll; some 
guest get more than anticipated 
with a set of the cook’s teeth 
buried deep inside their bowl.    
   Thankfully, mine had nothing 
more than just a good hearty 
soup. The roll, however, was 
launched to each of us by dear 
Manuel.
   Next is a chicken and vegetable 
main course. Trying to consume 

A night guaranteed to be 
perfectly Fawlty
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“To start our dinner we are served with soup 
and a bread roll; some guest get more than 
anticipated with a set of the cook’s teeth buried 
deep inside their bowl. Thankfully mine had 
nothing more than just a good hearty soup. ”
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Rik Barnett is a UK & US-based 
English actor and writer.

the simple but tasty food is difficult 
work while you are in hysterics at 
the antics going on around you.
   All I can say is… “IT’S A RAT”, 
“IT’S A RAT”.
     Lastly, we are treated to 
a chocolate desert as a fire 
extinguisher’s smoke fills the air… 
you have to see it to believe it.
   The actor’s breathe fresh life in 
to these iconic roles, and they fill 
the shoes of those legends with 
what looks like complete ease. 
   The show has tours worldwide 
in countless countries so there is 
a chance for everyone to see this 
must-see show.  

   Check out all the details for    
upcoming tours and tickets here: 

http://fawltytowers.net
http://www.interactivetheatre.com.au



SUCCESS
LIVES 
HERE

AFTER GROWING UP NEVER KNOWING 
WHERE HER NEXT MEAL WAS COMING 
FROM, MODEL, ACTOR AND BUSINESS 
WOMAN, LUNDEN DE LEON, IS A 
LIVING MONUMENT TO THE ADAGE 
“NEVER GIVE UP”
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In 2013, Lunden De’Leon 
appeared in the film 
We’re the Millers 
alongside Jennifer 
Aniston, Ed Helms and 
Jason Sudeikis. She is 

now filming a thriller The 
Lakehouse, due to hit the 
big screen in April 2015, 
has her own record label, 
Dirrty Records, and has 
been  voted as ‘One 
of the Most Significant 
Women in Entertainment’ 
alongside Halle Berry, 
Beyonce and Oprah 
Winfrey. 
   But this go-getting 
business minded woman 
had her fair share of ups 
and downs before rising 
to the powerhouse she is 
known as now. 
   Barbados-born Lunden 
moved to South Carolina 
in the USA with her family 
when she was two years 
old, but it wasn’t an easy 
life.  
   “We were poor. We 
didn’t live in the projects, 
but in the shabby shack 
right next to it. Times were hard 
but my parents always found a 
way to put food on the table,” 
reminisced Lunden. “It was 

challenging, but I knew it was 
only temporary, God had bigger 
plans for me.”
   Lunden had been bitten by the 
entertainment bug after seeing 
her gospel-singer father perform.

   “My dad’s music touched the 
lives of so many. He helped uplift 
people while at their lowest. 
Seeing people come up to him 

saying how his music helped them 
through tough times inspired me 
to be a part of something much 
bigger than myself.”
   While in high school Lunden 
found a fry flipping job at Burger 

King. When the time was 
right, she hitched a ride to 
Hollywood with only $200 in 
her pocket. It was tough, but 
Lunden always looks for the 
bright side. 
   “I don’t think one can get 
any lower than broke and 
homeless in Hollywood,” 
says Lunden. “I did not know 
what the future held but I 
was determined to turn my 
stumbling blocks into stepping 
stones. Those experiences 
moulded me into the woman I 
am today.”
   It was through a roommate 
that Lunden’s life changed 
dramatically, for the better.  
   “I tagged along to a 
modeling audition with my 
roommate. I wasn’t interested 
in modeling or acting but 
when you’re hungry and 
penniless you’ll try anything 
to put food on the table. I got 

the audition. That same day I was 
signed to a one year modeling 
contract.”
   It was soon after that her 

GROWING UP POOR IN THE WEST INDIES, LUNDEN DE LEON COULD NEVER HAVE IMAGINED LIFE AS IT IS 

TODAY, THOUGH SHE DID HOLD A DEEP DESIRE TO SUCCEED. AFTER MOVING TO THE USA AND JUMPING 

AT A CHANCE TO MODEL, THE BARBADOS-BORN BEAUTY WENT ON TO STAR IN TELEVISION SHOWS 

AND MOTION PICTURES, WORKING ALONGSIDE HOLLYWOOD A-LISTERS. THE DAUGHTER OF A GOSPEL-

SINGER FATHER LUNDEN ESTABLISHED HER OWN RECORD LABEL, A FILM PRODUCTION COMPANY, AND 

A CHILDREN’S FOUNDATION. SHE HAS ALSO BEEN VOTED “ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT WOMEN IN 

ENTERTAINMENT”, BEEN INDUCTED INTO THE CARIBBEAN HALL OF FAME AND EVEN HAS A DAY NAMED AFTER 

HER IN LOS ANGELES. WORDS: CAROL SHERIDAN

LUNDEN DE LEON
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agent sent her to audition for a 
television show, ‘Vital Signs’. 
   The role was that of a girl from 
West Africa, so brushing up on an 
African accent, she auditioned, 
booked the role and has never 
looked back.
   Taking advantage of every 
opportunity as it presented, 
Lunden began her rise to success. 
She loved portraying strong 

women and digging deep and 
staying true to character. 
   “That’s why I love greats like 
Cicely Tyson and Angela Basset. I 
have learned so much from them 
and admire their work.”
   Lunden continued to make a 
name for herself with a successful 
career creating unforgettable 
performances in more than 50 
movies and television shows, 

such as the 20th Century Fox 
movie The Ladies Room, Surviving 
Paradise, Fury, Faux-Pas, Cryptz, 
the HBO award-winning film 
Kickin Chicken and the NBC hit 
comedy, Just Shoot Me.
   Still inspired by her father’s 
music, Lunden opened the doors 
to her Los Angeles based record 
label. 
   “I knew a few local bands with 
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“you can’t get any lower than broke and homeless 
in Hollywood but I WAS DETERMINED TO turn my 
stumbling blocks into stepping stones. Those 
experiences moulded me into the woman I am today”

great music but no record label. 
I decided to write up a business 
plan, found a few private investors 
and started Dirrty Records. 
   Artists signed to the the Dirrty 
Records label included Seattle 
based punk band The Slumps 
and the  British indie rock quartet, 
The Fades, who had already been 
featured on the NBC. 
   “An artist on the label recorded 
a punk remake of Purple Haze 
(Jimi Hendrix’s classic), we 
released it and it became an 
underground hit.”
   In 2004, after being voted 
as “One of the Most Significant 
Women in Entertainment”, Lunden 
was inducted into the Caribbean 
Hall of Fame alongside such 
legends as Bob Marley and 
Sidney Poitier and soon after 
Former Los Angeles Mayor, 
James K. Hahn, issued a special 
proclamation declaring February 
7 as ‘Lunden De’Leon Day’ .
   “Going from homelessness to 
having your own day in the city 
of Los Angeles is unbelievable. 
Words could not describe what I 
felt,” said Lunden. 
    “I moved my record company 
to South Carolina and started a 
film production company to give 
back to my community,” says 
Lunden. “I’m blessed and believe 
in blessing others.”
   More recently, Lunden has run 
for County Councilwoman in her 
home state of South Carolina 
where she is also the President of 
the Democratic Women’s Council. 

She has started her own movie 
company, Palmetto Film Studios 
in Marion, South Carolina - the 
company distributes between five 
and seven films a year. Lunden has 
also started The Lunden De’Leon 
Foundation where she encourages 
young children to follow their 
dreams – just as she did. 
   When asked why have the 
studios in South Carolina? 
Lunden said, “I wanted to give 

back to the community. All of this 
would be in vain if I didn’t give back 
and help someone else.”

LUNDEN’S THREE TIPS FOR 
PEOPLE FOLLOWING IN HER 
FOOTSTEPS:

1. Put God first
2. Surround yourself with people 
    who believe in you and your   
    vision
3. Never ever give up.
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Happy New Year Readers! 
Yes! Both of you! 
   A new year bringing 

new possibilities and challenges 
is exactly what a group of 
photographers looked for when 
signing up to a two-day course I 
ran down the coast recently. There 
was a fair bit of instruction, but the 
emphasis - for more than half the 
time - was on the students applying 
what they’d learnt by going out 
there and shooting.
      One of the things I asked them 
to photograph was a g-string. Now 
I know this sounds a bit (well a lot, 
perhaps) suss... but bear with me 
dear reader, as there’s method in 
my madness. Yes they all thought I 
was mad, that was a given.
   You see, many photographers 
are actually scared of people. 
They start photography because 
they can photograph things, 
landscapes, sunsets, cars, horses, 
birds and pets. But then they want 
to photograph people, and become 
a nervous ball of energy.  
   This nervousness is passed on to 
the person sitting in front of them, 
and they don’t get nice relaxed 
shots of people. I see it a lot with 
model photography, the model is 
just staring blankly, with an unsure 
expression on their face. This is due 
to two main problems. 
   Firstly - the photographer 
is fidgeting with their gear; a 
photographer needs to know things 
back to front and upside down. 
If you’re struggling to get your 
camera into ai-servo focus mode 
for a tracking shot, and continually 
pull out of focus photos because of 
this then your despair will be clearly 
evident and the person or people 
you’re photographing will pick up 
on this and feel they are doing 
something wrong. This leads to 

sharp shooter

by 
Matt
WREN 

The gentle art of approaching a 
beach bum
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“Fortunately, the each beachgoer was humbled that the 
photographer chose them because they had the cutest 
butt. However, this could have gone another way, with 
backs up and threats made.”

awkward photos.
   The second problem is lack of 
communication/rapport with the 
model. I’ve rabbited on about this 
before... but it’s vitally important. 
I’ve been at group shoots where 
the photographer doesn’t even 
know the name of the model they 
are shooting. How they expect to 
get a nice relaxed portrait I’ll never 
know... but they keep on clicking 

away hoping it will happen, I guess.

   So, how to challenge people to 
overcome these two things with 
one photograph? Photograph 
someone’s bum! Here’s the process 
they had to go through to get 
that one photograph. Firstly, they 
needed to figure out their camera 
settings, and to do this they needed 
determine if they were going to 
shoot in sunlight or shade, and 
set up accordingly. With such a 
shot, everyone recognised this 
needed to be a very quick shoot, 
so no mucking about with shutter 
speeds and iso when you have a 
camera pointed at someone’s rear-
end. They also needed to figure 
out lighting, reflectors and other 
little things, which all add up and 
consume time.
   Next they needed to find someone 



Matthew Wren is a Melbourne-based 
photographer.

www.mattwrenphotography.com.au
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to photograph. This was the hard 
bit for all of them. They had to ask 
a complete stranger if it was ok to 
photograph their bum. It’s a weird 
request, for sure, and I noticed 
one of the students clearly pointing 
to me when they were explaining 
things to their prospective model – 
so they were using me as a reason 
for their silly request. Sometimes 
that’s all photographers need to 

become assertive – a reason to be 
assertive!

   Fortunately, all the students 
managed to find a willing model 
for their photograph, they reported 
that their model was in all cases 
happy to do it and considered 
it a huge laugh and most were 
humbled that the photographer 
chose them because they had the 
cutest butt. However, this could 

have gone another way, with 
backs up and threats made. The 
difference in attitude was all down 
to the photographer and how they 
approached the subject. It obviously 
couldn’t be in a negative way, it had 
to be fun – they had to manufacture 
this fun, in order to get their shot.
   One photographer described his 
pitch. “Hey, I’m a photographer 
obviously, it’s why I have this 
camera and at the moment I am 
doing a class and one of the things 
my teacher wants me to photograph 
is a g-string. As you’re wearing one 
I was wondering if I could quickly 
make a photo so I don’t fail the 
class.”
   This is an excellent approach, it’s 
humorous and also appeals to a 
person’s desire to help when asked. 
They’ve said that without your help, 
I’ll fail my class (which wasn’t true 
– but we will look past this) so can 
you please help me and it will be 
all over really quickly. Who could 
possibly say no to that?
   After the day’s shooting, we had 
a Q&A session, and that one photo 
was talked about to the exclusion 
of almost every other photo. 
Everyone was at first petrified, but 
after making the shot, they not only 
felt a huge wave of relief, they also 
found new confidence.
   It was this confidence which made 
the rest of the shot list very easy to 
accomplish.
   So, this year, go out and 
challenge yourself to do something 
you never thought you could. The 
confidence boost is well worth it.
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2 much fun!

YASEMIN WEARS PILOT ATHLETIC 
www.pilotathletic.com.au
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MAZDA’S ALL NEW SMALL CAR – MAZDA2 - 
IS JAPAN’S CAR OF THE YEAR 2014/15 AND 
NOW IT’S IMPRESSING IN AUSTRALIA, TOO.



I
n the light car segment, design 
is King, and fully aware of this, 
Mazda has hit it out of the 
park with its all-new Mazda2.   
   Looking and feeling bigger 
than it is, and with Mazda’s, 

unmistakable new-generation family 
look, the Mazda2 makes a strong 
statement that differentiates it from 
the more quirky offerings of other 
manufacturers, and indeed the 
previous Mazda2. These vehicles 
often polarise the sexes – females 
gravitate to quirky designs while 
males view them as emasculating.
   While young females remain the 
light car segment’s key buyers, the 
new Mazda2 is a car young males, 
whose primary automotive need 

is transportation, could easily live 
with. In fact, many of the males who 
checked out our test car were very 
complimentary about its design.
   Most people fell in love with the 
colour, too. The Soul Red metallic 
paintwork is available at extra cost, 
but in our opinion, it’s well worth 
the investment.
   The modern design features a 
small but very stylish instrument 
panel with a single round dial and 
twin rectangular displays alongside, 
while a display unit – similar in look 
to a docked smart phone – houses 
the radio or colour touch screen, 
(depending on the model chosen). 
The stylish, leather-covered steering 
wheel is one of the best-looking 
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MAZDA2
WORDS: DARREN HOUSE
PHOTOGRAPHY: ENZO AVAGLIANO-lIUZZI
MODELS: YASEMIN ISLEK, APPLE MOODY, 
LAURA VALLANCE, MIKO KOVACEVIC
HAIR/MUA: MISHEL VOUNATOS BRATOS 

YASEMIN WEARS SUSAN REP
www.susanrep.com.au



“Mazda2 is big on safety, with all models receiving 
ABS, a full complement of air bags, hill launch 
assist, and dynamic stability control”

airbag-equipped wheels I’ve seen.
   Pricing starts at an impressively 
low $14,990 (plus on-roads) for 
the Neo, which comes with power 
windows, air conditioning, tilt and 
telescopic steering, 60/40 split 
fold rear seats, trip computer, front 
vanity mirrors, four-speaker sound 
system with CD player. There’s also 
Bluetooth for handsfree calls, with 
steering wheel switches for phone 
and audio. There’s also plug and 
play via USB and charge ports, and 
an auxiliary audio input jack.

   The majority of buyers however 
are more likely to prefer better 
equipped, higher priced models. 
The Maxx start at $16,990 and 
comes with all the Neo’s goodies, 
plus stylish 15-inch wheels, high-
gloss interior finish on the centre 
console and front decorative 
panel, cruise control, a leather-
wrapped steering wheel and gear 
knob. 
   For buyers seeking even more 
from their interior – and a change 
from usual boring, grey trim of 
most modern cars - the Maxx 
offers an optional Colour Pack, 
consisting of red seats, high-gloss 
red finishes on the sides of the 
centre console, the front-door 
armrest side, the highlight panel 
on the dash and the ventilation 
surrounds, complemented by high-
gloss white details. Impressively, 
the Colour Pack will only set you 
back $250.
   The top of the range Genki 
starts at $19,990 and gains 16-
inch wheels, a chrome exhaust 
extension, front fog lamps, a front 
upper grille decoration, rain-
sensing wipers, climate control 
air conditioning, soft touch black 
with red stitching trim for the 
centre console, front decorative 
panel and front door armrest, six 
speaker sound system and twin 
USB ports. There is also a seven-
inch voice command (and rotary 
command) colour touch screen 
with smart phone connectivity, 
facilitating social media use and 
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SEIKO SPORTURA AUTOMATIC WATCH
www.seiko.com.au
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YASEMIN WEARS NANA JUDY
www.nanajudy.com.au

the ability to read aloud SMS and 
email messages, together with 
internet radio integration and 
satnav. Mazda2 is big on safety, 
with all models receiving ABS, a full 
complement of air bags, hill launch 
assist, and dynamic stability control.
   Smart City Brake Support, which 
applies the brakes in the event of 
a likely collision, is available as an 
optional extra.
   In terms of pricing, Mazda (a 
Japanese company) has kept the 
price down by building Australian-
delivered Mazda2s in Thailand, 
though if you can detected any 
decline in quality, you are doing 
better than us.
   Buyers have a choice of two 
engines that vary significantly in 
performance. Both are four-cylinder 
1.5-litre units, however the entry 
level Mazda2 Neo engine produces 
79kW of power and 139Nm of 
torque while the engine fitted to 
the midrange Mazda2 Maxx and 
top-spec Genki produce 81kW and 
141Nm.
   The 81kW version fitted to our 
Maxx was more than adequate 
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YASEMIN WEARS NANA JUDY
www.nanajudy.com.au

(particularly with the tranmission 
swtiched to Sport mode), providing 
spritely performance around town 
but without the harshness of many 
smaller engine cars. Similarly, the 
automatic gearbox - was a delight, 
producing surprisingly smooth shifts.
   The powerful steering makes 
turning a breeze, requiring light 
input from the driver without 
sacrificing feel. The combination 
of good engine and transmission 
performance, excellent steering, 
superb handling and smooth 
ride make the Mazda perfect for 
negotiating both tight, shopping 
mall car parks and open freeways.
   We loved the front seats, 
which are comfortable and very 
supportive, and reminiscent of those 
found in more sporting vehicles. 
Surprisingly for a car of this size, 
rear legroom proved more than 
adequate for average size adults 
provided you’re driving suburban 
distances, though we wouldn’t like 
to fit three adults on the rear seat.
   Our verdict? If you’re in the 
market for a well-priced, top quality 
small car, you’d be crazy not to 
drive the new Mazda2.

www.mazda.com.au
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Yasemin Islek 
YASEMIN ISLEK IS a petite 
model who didn’t realise her own 
beauty until she was 14 years 
of age. In a world that is heavily 
influenced by physical appearance 
she was put down for being ‘too 
short’ and also had people tell her 
that she would never make it, in the 
modelling industry.
   Hard work, passion, and making 
connections with wonderful 
creative people, has resulted in her 
appearing in magazines published 
in Australia to New York City, and 
on national television.
   Now represented by Mint 
Management Australia, Yasemin 
is appreciative of all the support 
her agent, has given her, saying 
“Amanda Pollard is an amazing 
woman who empowers me in every 
aspect of life, to reach for success”.

www.mmaustralia.com.au

Enzo Liuzzi
BASED IN MELBOURNE 
and specialising in wedding and 
commercial photography, Enzo 
Liuzzi has been setting trends 
for more than 22 years and will 
generate an artistic vision, creative 
flair and spontaneity for any 
photographic assignment. 
   Enzo’s approach is discreet, with 
an artistic and photo-journalistic 
style, showing a deep appreciation 
for perfection and quality. His style 
captures a piece of beauty and 
reflects the subject’s personality in 
every image and will leave them 
with memories that last a lifetime.
   Liuzzi Photography is also proud 
to be a gay-friendly business 
that welcomes civil unions, gay 
and lesbian weddings and other 
special events.

www.liuzziphotography.com.au

Mishel Vounatsos 
Bratsos 
MISHEL VOUNATSOS 
BRATSOS is an award winning 
qualified beauty therapist and hair 
and makeup artist. Her work has 
been published in magazines such 
as Vogue Australia, Wedding Bride, 
Vintage and Elements to name a few. 
   This talented artist is passionate 
about her work and always aims to 
make the client happy. Her motto is 
‘When you look beautiful, you feel 
beautiful.’
   Mishel also hosts children’s 
parties at her shop, Lil Divas Spa 
Parties. The philosophy of Lil Divas 
is for children to have fun and dress 
up but also about self-confidence 
while having the time of their lives. 
Lil Divas caters to kids of all ages. 

www.littledivasspa.com
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FLYING
HIGH
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WITH NATIONAL SECURITY ON EVERYONE’S MIND, 
PRODIJEE SPEAKS TO A ROYAL AUSTRALIAN 
AIR FORCE ‘TOP GUN’ TO DISCOVER WHAT IT 
TAKES TO BECOME AN FA/18 FIGHTER PILOT.
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HOW DID YOU FALL IN LOVE WITH FLYING? 
I grew up telling people that I wanted 
to be a pilot. It wasn’t like I woke up 
one day when I was in high school 
and wanted to do it. I have always 
had an interest in anything to do with 
aviation and I always wanted to fly for 
the air force. 

HOW DID YOU TURN YOUR DREAM INTO REALITY?
I went down the standard recruiting 
path in grade 12 and 
through the selection 
process, which takes 
about 12 months. 
I joined at age 17, 
straight of school in 
Queensland. There 
were no gap years or 
anything like that. I 
literally finished school 
on a Friday, shaved 
my head over the 
Christmas holidays, 
and rocked up in 
Canberra on the first 
Monday in January 
the next year. 
   I then went to the Australian 
Defence Force Academy and did 
a Bachelor of Aviation Technology, 
and I did my basic flying training in 
Tamworth. Then I went over to Perth 
and did advanced flying training for 
12 months. 
   I was lucky enough to be chosen 
to do fast-jet training, which involved 
roughly another 12 months on the 

Hawk-127 Lead-In Fighter Trainer, 
where we learnt how to apply 
everything we already knew to a jet-
type aircraft. 
   We also started doing all of 
the basics of air-to-air and air-to-
surface attacks, and from there I 
was chosen for an F/A-18 (Hornet) 
conversion slot, which is called 
No.2 Operational Conversion Unit 
(2OCU). That was a pretty brutal six 

months and probably the steepest 
learning curve to date, the one I 
struggled with the most. From there 
we were farmed out to operational 
squadrons around Australia. 
   It’s a drawn out process and one 
that I loved but I definitely don’t 
want to have to go through again 
(although) where I am sitting now, it 
was definitely worth it.

WHAT WAS SO TOUGH ABOUT THAT TRAINING?
It was the required rate of learning. 
Some air forces, like the US for 
example, have aircraft that only do 
air-to-air or only do air-to-surface, 
but the Hornet does everything. It’s 
a day and night, all weather, multi-
role strike fighter, so it doesn’t matter 
when/where/what the job is, we are 
expected to do it. So, when you have 
only got six months to learn every 

aspect of air power on 
a jet, it results in a ‘fire-
hose’ effect when you 
are on course.  
   Also, an F/A-18 only 
has one seat and once 
you finish conversion 
you will never fly again 
with anyone in a back 
seat, so above all else, 
they have to make sure 
you are safe and not 
going to hurt yourself 
or anyone else – that’s 
a key driver for the 
course’s high intensity. 

are fast-jet pilots selected on apPtitude?
I think everyone who graduates the 
advanced pilot’s course in Perth 
potentially has the aptitude to do 
fast-jets, but typically only two to 
five guys per course will be chosen. 
Normally the guys chosen are those 
who have shown a really high sense 
of motivation and a good aptitude 
for learning.

FLIGHT LIEUTENANT JAMES WHEELER WAS BORN TO FLY. NOW A MEMBER OF 77TH SQUADRON BASED OUT 
OF RAAF BASE WILLIAMTOWN IN NEWCASTLE, NEW SOUTH WALES, JAMES IS A FULLY TRAINED FA/18 HORNET 
PILOT WHO STANDS READY TO DEFEND AUSTRALIA’S NATIONAL INTEREST. DARREN HOUSE SPOKE TO JAMES 
ABOUT JOY AND RESPONSIBITY THAT COMES WITH WHAT HE DESCRIBES AS “THE BEST JOB IN THE WORLD”. 
PHOTOS: AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE IMAGE LIBRARY
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   It’s hard to quantify - it’s an ‘inner 
thing’ to want to be a fighter pilot. 
If you were in a room with all of 
us in the squadron, you might be 
able to identify what it is, but I can’t 
put a word to it. There’s a quality 
that differentiates the guys who fly 
VIP or Transport aircraft from those 
guys in a fighter squadron; whether 
that’s motivation or determination or 
whatever, I’m not sure. 

WHAT FORCES DO FAST-JETS PLACE ON YOUR BODY?
The Hornet can pull 8g’s, so if you 
weigh 80kg and pull 8g’s you end 
up weighing more than half a tonne, 
so it’s pretty crushing. We are by 
no means athletes or anything like 
that but we are capable of dealing 
with it. As part of our training, we 
go to Malaysia or Singapore and 
complete a full-on centrifuge training 
course so that we are aware of how 
to effectively deal with the forces, 
and also to find out our limitations. 
Ultimately, we are human and we 
can’t keep pulling more and more 
g’s, there has to be a point where 
our body throws in the towel and we 
will black out. The first few times you 
pull 8’s feels brutal, but very quickly, it 
becomes the norm. 

DO NON-AIR FORCE PEOPLE APPRECIATE THAT 
THERE’S MORE TO FLYING FAST-JETS THAN 
UNDERSTADING THE FLIGHT CONTROLS?
I think they understand a lot of what 
we do at a base level. However, it’s 
a bit frustrating trying to talk about it 
to friends, or your parents, or friends’ 
parents, because you have to live 
and breathe it to fully appreciate 
what’s involved. We are not the best 
pilots going around, but we can fly 
an aircraft safely whilst performing 
myriad other tasks.
   The Hornet is designed to be 

we have lots of missiles onboard, but 
the best way to make someone go away is 
by putting the gun onto them.  
easy to fly because ultimately it is 
a weapon delivery platform, so the 
jet is just part of that equation. The 
challenge is managing the munitions 
that come off the jet whilst processing 
and manipulating information in real 
time (while you are trying to fly the 
aircraft) and not hit the ground or 
someone else. Flying the aircraft is 
just one part of the whole equation. I 
think that whole area of manipulating 
the Hornet as a weapon system is the 
key difference to general flying. 

THERE IS SO MUCH MORE TO IT THAN JUST FLYING  – 
HIGH SPEED, LOW TERRAIN AND AVOIDING THE ENEMY.
Which would all be bad enough, but 
you also have to find the target and 
hit it, often timed to the second. It 
quickly becomes very complicated. 
That’s why we will spend hours 
during every mission planning how 

to succeed in whatever mission we 
have been given. We endeavour 
to come up with every contingency 
we can foresee that will still allow 
us to achieve mission success. 
Whether someone’s jet breaks on 
the ground on start, or whether the 
weather is bad, or someone gets 
shot down en route to the target, or 
someone’s weapon doesn’t work - we 
think through of all of this, so that 
in real time, airborne, we are not 
making things up on the fly. That all 
comes down to our planning and 
preparation, which I think we do well. 

THE RAAF REGULARLY PARTICIPATES IN EXERCISES 
WITH OTHER AIR FORCES. WHAT IS THAT LIKE?
There are a couple of them held 
every year, and we were fortunate 
enough to go to one at the beginning 
of 2013. Only we, the US and the 
UK were invited to that one. We are a 
small air force so it is a real privilege 
to be invited to such a thing and 
something that we definitely don’t 
take lightly. As a result, we throw 
everything we can at it. We had a 
massive work-up for it that went for 
some months. No.77 Squadron - 
with the F/A-18A Classic Hornet, 
the E-7A Wedgetail (Early Warning 
Aircraft) and KC-30 (Aerial Refuelling 
Tanker Aircraft), and also a large 
ground support contingent, including 
Intelligence and maintenance 
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personnel, all went over and 
participated in a three-week exercise 
out of Nellis Air Force base in Las 
Vegas. 
   It’s a day/night programme and 
each week we completed a mirror 
image of the previous one, but the 
complexity of it went up each time. 
It’s kind of like the crawl/walk/run 
mentality. By the end of the third 
week we are operating to a level 
as high as we can get to without 
actually being at war. Everyone is 
working as sharply as they can. It 
was an incredible experience and 
one that I will never forget.

WHAT DID YOU GET OUT OF IT PERSONALLY?
The biggest thing I got out of it 
was seeing how a coalition venture 
works. We have participated in some 
reasonably-sized exercises here 
and in South East Asia but (Exercise 
Red Flag) took it to the next level 
where more than 100 aircraft were 
operating in the same training air 
space. I am used to operating with a 
quarter of that. To see how the whole 
system works - from a planning/
briefing phase involving all types of 
mediums, including cyber and space, 
through to the operational fighter 
pilot in the seat of a jet - in that big 
system, working as one - was the 
most impressive thing I got out of it. 
I am sure you can imagine that there 
are a lot of moving parts to it and it 
was unreal to see that. 

WAS IT A DIFFICULT OPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENT?
Our work-up sets us up for success. 
We (RAAF) have participated in 
these exercises before, so we were 
aware of the requirements and as 
early as October (2013) we started 
our own in-country work-up. Our 
squadron was working as efficiently 
and effectively as it could, so we set 
ourselves up for success, and that 
was pretty obvious from day one 
in Las Vegas.

WHAT SORT OF THINGS ARE IN THE WORK UP?
We knew our roles over there were 
going to be a mixture of air-to-air 
and air-to-surface. Principally, going 
out to conduct air-to-air operations, 
defensively or offensively (DCA/
OCA) - and we also knew that we 
were going to do some Offensive 
Air Support (OAS), like Time-
Sensitive Targeting (TST) where you 
are a flexible air-to-surface support 
measure in the war, where you can 
be on station and given a task to find 
and take out something that was of a 
time-sensitive nature - for example, a 
high value individual or some form of 
ground based weapon system. 
   And then we do a classic Self-Escort 
Strike (SES) where we have a pre-
planned target that we are aware 
of from intelligence, and we spend 
hours planning how we are going 
to prosecute that target. Others up 
the front are mitigating the air and 
surface threat and then we will come 
through from down the back of the 
package, take out our target set, and 
then bring it on home. 
   They were our three main roles – 
air-to-air, offensive air support, and 
strike. Those three areas are what we 
practised prior to going over, and are 
traditionally, as a fighting force, what 
we are good at.
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DO YOU NOTICE ANY DIFFERENCES WHEN YOU ARE 
WORKING WITH THE BRITS AND AMERICANS?
No, it’s very reassuring to see that 
we are quite aligned with what 
other countries do. We don’t have a 
massive air force like the USA (but) 
we are still expected to go out and 
do the same job as a larger air force 
does - we have to do more with less. 
   Our level of professionalism and 
baseline execution was noticeably 
high, but it was pretty cool to go over 
there and see guys doing the same 
thing that we do back here at home. 
It’s a good thing for us.

AT THE SINGING OF THE NATIONAL ANTHEM AT THE 
AUSTRALIAN GRAND PRIX, THE FA18’S ALWAYS 
APPEAR AT PRECISELY THE RIGHT MOMENT.  HOW 
DO YOU TIME IT TO THE NOTE?
Again, it comes down to the 
planning. You know that you are 
flying at a certain speed - we might 
plan to fly at eight miles-per-minute, 
so we know we need to hold eight 
miles away from wherever we need to 
be at the completion of the National 
Anthem. We have a timing cue half 
way through the song indicating to 
us that there is 60 seconds to go. 
At that point we make sure we are 
eight miles away, flying at eight miles-
per-minute. It’s pretty simple maths. 
It’s just physics and you’ll rock up 
overhead at the right time. 

WHAT’S AN FA/18 LIKE FROM THE PILOT’S SEAT?
For those first couple of flights, 
when you are at the conversion 
school, it’s literally overwhelming. 
The amount of stuff that is in front 
of you, the information that is being 
displayed, and also the speed, is like 
nothing I had ever experienced. The 
g-forces are higher than I had ever 
experienced, so initially, it was one of 

the most overwhelming experiences I 
have ever had. 
   The course proceeds at such 
a rapid rate so you never get 
comfortable with anything you do. 
All you do is baseline proficiency and 
you are assessed as being safe, then 
you move onto the next thing. Even 
when you finish the school you still 
feel like you’re the worst fighter pilot 
in the country - which you actually 
are technically - and it’s only when 
you join a squadron and you have a 
chance to consolidate some of these 
things that you finally start getting 
comfortable with everything. 
   I am in my third year in the 
squadron and for the first time ever, 

things have finally started to feel more 
comfortable and manageable. 
   They are always increasing the 
complexity as you become more 
experienced, so you might go out 
and do air-to-air intercepts where 
there are only two of you fighting an 
unknown number of people, and then 
next year, or in six months’ time, there 
will be four of you going out, and 
then eight of you going out. When I 
was at Red Flag in Las Vegas there 
were 30 of us versus an unknown 
number of threats. It’s about always 
increasing the complexity and that 
base-line skill set.
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Top: Pilots walk to their aircraft prior to a mission at Nellis 
Air Force Base for Exercise Red Flag 12-3. Above: Republic of 

Singapore Air Force F-15s during a joint training mission.



HOW LONG IS THE AVERAGE FIGHTER PILOT CAREER?
Our Commanding Officer is almost 
50, so it’s something you can do 
for quite a long time, if it’s what you 
desire to do and if your body holds 
up. Typically, guys will fly Hornets for 
10-15 years. A lot of the time pilots 
will be looking for something different 
because the guys have a lot of 
motivation and determination in life, 
and they want to keep proceeding up 
and doing better things. 
   You can only fly a Hornet at 
the squadron for so long before, 
career-wise in the air force, you are 
pushed up to a higher rank where 
you don’t fly. Typically, you would 
expect a first flying tour of somewhere 
between three-to-four years at an 
operational squadron, and then you 

will go to some form of post-graduate 
qualification, whether that be an 
instructor or a tactics mentor at the 
squadron, or an exchange with a 
Coalition Air Force. That whole time 
you are constantly learning. You’re 
doing a Masters at University, Staff 
College or further qualifications on 
the jet. It never stops. It’s a good 
thing - we are always getting ready 
for the next step. 

DO YOU FLY REGULARY TO STAY ‘MATCH FIT’?
We fly every day, sometimes twice a 
day. In terms of staying ‘match fit’, 
you can’t get any more match fit than 
what we currently do.

IS FLYING FAST-JETS THE BEST JOB IN THE WORLD?
I reckon it is. My mate is a pro-surfer 

and I always used say that he has 
the best job, but he turns around 
and thinks that I do. It’s horses for 
courses, but I wouldn’t give up what 
I do for anything. It has moments 
where you feel like you are working 
very hard but it’s definitely one of 
those jobs where the more you put in, 
the more you get out. 

AT THE GRAND PRIX DEMONSTRATION, THE FA/18 
FLYS DIRECTLY VERTICLE AT WARP-SPEED. THAT MUST 
BE AN INCREDIBLE EXPERIENCE.
Performing vertical manoeuvres from 
a low-level/high-speed flight regime 
is pretty cool…not many aircraft can 
do it. Looking over your shoulder and 
seeing the ground literally fall away 
all the way to 40+ thousand feet is 
amazing.
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Top: An FA/18 races F1 star Daniel Ricciardo during an Australian Grand Prix promotion. Left: James 
says the life of a fighter pilot is nothing like that portrayed by Tom Cruise in the movie Top Gun. Above: 
A keen surfer, James makes the most of his days off by catching waves off the local Newcastle coast. 
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IN STARK CONTRAST, THE DEMONSTRATION ALSO
FEATURES A VERY SLOW PASS WITH THE NOSE HIGH
IN THE AIR.
Most people associate fighter jets 
with flying very fast and pulling high 
g’s, but one of the things that makes 
the Hornet so cool is its ability to do 
that low speed, high angle of attack 
flight regime. We can actually get 
the nose twice as high and go half 
as slowly whilst flying level than 
what you see at the Grand Prix. It 
has to be done that way at public 
events for safety reasons - should 
you have an engine malfunction, 
you can safely fly the jet away from 
the crowd - but if we are airborne, 
tactically fighting a jet, we can do 
a lot more than what you see on 
the ground.

WHAT TYPE COMBAT WOULD REQUIRE THAT 
MANOEUVRE?
Typically, when you end up like that,
you are doing BFM – Basic Fighter 

Manoeuvring – I suppose the way 
to describe it is a one-versus-one 
Battle of Britain style fight where you 
are against another guy and it’s sort 
of like best-man-wins kind of rules. 
You would typically try to terminate 
the fight with gun kill; we have lots 
of missiles on board, but the best 
way to make someone go away 
is by putting the gun onto them. 
Whoever can fly the best jet will 
win, so, we practise different types 
of skill sets. 
   To start with, we have one person 
offensive and one person defensive, 
just to practise those two types 
of manoeuvring, but we will also 
practise ones where you rock up 
and no one will have a positional 
advantage or an energy advantage, 
and literally the only thing that will 
determine who wins, is who makes 
the least number of mistakes or 
capitalises on someone else’s, and 
who flies the best jet. That’s the 

most rewarding type of flying we do.

SELF-CONFIDENCE MUST PLAY A HUGE PART. 
I’m surprisingly judgemental 
of myself, professionally, but it 
always becomes obvious when 
you do International exercises that 
Australia’s base line training is 
world class. As soon as you start 
trying to do anything differently to 
what you know, that is when you 
normally will make a mistake, but if 
you stick with what you have always 
been taught and have practised, it 
definitely sets you up for success no 
matter what kind of mission you 
are doing.

IDEALLY YOU WILL NEVER HAVE TO PUT THAT SKILL
TO THE ULTIMATE TEST BUT HOW DO YOU COPE
KNOWING THAT YOU MIGHT BE IN A GENUINE 
FIGHTING SITUATION?
That is a valid question. I joined 
the air force to do that. I am not a 
coldblooded killer by any stretch of 
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the imagination, but it can sometimes 
feel a bit like a football team that 
is preparing for the grand final but 
never gets the chance to play. 
   There are a few guys in the Hornet 
world who have been on operations 
in Iraq, Afghanistan and Libya and 
we have all spoken to them and had 
briefs from them about their combat 
experiences. 
   Ultimately, like you said, you don’t 
want to be involved in something, 
but if we had the chance to do it, 
everyone would definitely jump at 
the opportunity, in particular if it was 
directly incorporated into Australia’s 
National Security. It is something I 
have definitely thought about, and 
it’s something I would gladly go to. 
   The reality is, there are enough 
bad places in the world at the 
moment that - like it or not - we 
will be involved in something in the 
future. It’s just a matter of where and 
when and what our role will be.

IS THERE ONE SINGLE THING ABOUT YOUR JOB THAT
YOU FIND THE MOST SATISFYING?
Getting airborne every day. Getting
wheels off the runway and airborne. 
It doesn’t matter whether I am 
doing a transit across the Pacific to 
mainland America, going up to do 
BFM with one of my best friends or 
I’m part of a large force deployment 
exercise up in Northern Australia 
going up to drop bombs. It doesn’t 
matter what the mission is that day, 
it’s the feeling of getting airborne 
that always makes me come back. 
I love flying and I have pretty much 
resolved never to do a desk job as 
part of that passion. 
   And I love the job we do, where
second best is never good enough;

we are always striving to be the
best we can be. If we go up and we
have a bad day, we’ll come back
and figure out why that was, so that
we never do it again. 
   The people I work with - regardless 
of rank - mean the world to 
me also. They understand and 
appreciate things that my family and 
friends back home either wouldn’t 
understand, or I can’t tell them about 
(both personally and professionally). 
I’d literally do anything for them 
and the job wouldn’t be the same 
without them!

DO YOU ROLL YOUR EYES WHEN PEOPLE COMPARE 
YOUR ROLE TO TOM CRUISE’S PART IN THE MOVIE 
‘TOP GUN’?
Yes, because it’s nothing like that.
In Top Gun there are hot girls
everywhere and pilots being all
suave (but) I can guarantee it’s not
like that. We don’t cruise around on
motor bikes and hang out in bars
singing and doing other things 

like that. We definitely have an 
awesome peer group, we have 
a great time and we get to go 
around the world but, the only 
common thing between us and 
Top Gun is that we get to fly jets… 
unfortunately, that’s the truth 
(laughs).

WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN YOU GET LEAVE?
Where I live, in Newcastle, we are 
walking distance to the beach and 
all of the cafes, restaurants and 
bars, so we get out and about 
a fair bit. That’s one good thing 
about flying jets, it’s pretty much a 
Monday-to-Friday job if we’re not 
away on work trips, so you get all 
your nights during the week, plus 
your weekends. Newcastle is unreal 
for surf, so I go surfing all the time 
because I am from the Sunshine 
Coast originally. I also do volunteer 
surf life saving for one of the surf 
clubs in town, I go to the gym and I 
go swimming with one of the swim 
clubs at the university. My life is just 
like anybody else’s outside of work. 

THE MOVIE FEATURES A LOT OF COMMARADERIE
BETWEEN THE PILOTS. AS YOU TOUCHED ON 
BEFORE, THAT HAS SOME TRUTH TO IT.
It’s unlike anything I have ever seen
in any other profession. The guys I
went through the academy with and
did all my flying training with have
lived, worked, cried, stressed and
experienced every emotion you 
can think of together for six years 
straight. Then, once we were finally 
at the squadron, all the guys who 
are more senior than me became 
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my mentors and friends also. 
Definitely at work, and outside of 
work, I’ve never seen a closer knit 
bunch of people. That’s important, 
because ultimately, that’s the peer 
group that you would go to war with. 
Everyone has the complete
and utmost respect and faith and 
trust in each other.
   That’s because our job is unlike a
lot of others. At the end of the day,
we could be called upon to go do
something somewhere where you
need those kinds of support 
networks and friendships around 
you to ensure success. It sounds a 
bit corny but those people are not 
just my friends, they are not just 
my colleagues, it’s like they are 
my family. They are people, who a 
lot of the time, you can tell stuff to 
and they are the only ones who will 
understand it.

HOW DOES THE EXTENSIVE TRAVEL – AND THE FACT 
THAT YOU COULD BE POSTED ANYWHERE – IMPACT 
ON YOUR LIFE? 
I love it, I wouldn’t give it up for 
anything. I don’t have a girlfriend 
or kids or anything. I know that for 
some of the guys who do, there are 
moments where it can be a little bit 
challenging, but ultimately that’s 
the job they do and their partners 
are aware of that. For me, the more 

travel, the better. I love being away 
in Darwin or Townsville or South 
East Asia, New Zealand, Hawaii or 
mainland America – I wouldn’t give 
it up for anything. I actually wish 
there was more.

DO YOU THINK FORWARD TO CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
BEYOND BEING A FIGHTER PILOT?
I have zero desire to leave the air 
force. I am not a big believer in ‘the 
grass is always greener on the other 
side’. I have friends who have left 
and they either regret it or end up 
coming back. The one thing you 
won’t get outside of this is the peer 
group that we have. The money 
might be better but I didn’t join this 

job for the money in the first place. 
I joined it firstly for my love of flying 
and the secondly, the friendships I 
have as a result. I definitely have a 
desire to stay in, and part of staying 
in would mean, eventually, getting 
promoted and going up the career 
path. We have the exciting new 
Lockheed Martin F-35A JSF on the 
distant horizon, our first guys are 
going over to Arizona in America 
to start training on that, and my 
generation will be heading over in 
2018-2019. I think, with those sorts 
of things on the horizon, I would be 
pretty stupid to leave.

www.defencejobs.gov.au/AirForce
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I have thought of the perfect job 
for me – a professional fretter. 
Worrying is an integral part of 

the Jewish psyche - after 5,000 
years of persecution we’re a bit 
twitchy as a group. And, as I am 
among the more neurotic of my 
tribe, I will now embark on a new 
career path suggested by friends 
at a recent gal pal breakfast – a 
Professional Fretter. 
      Thus I offer my services to 
anyone who has a challenge, issue, 
or actual concern. Maybe you’re 
simply awaiting an important email, 
letter or decision in your life? Well, 
now, thanks to my new career, you 
don’t have to focus on it – I will. So, 
hire me to pace, twirl my hair, wring 
my hands, grind my teeth, check 
email and regular mail incessantly 
and let you know the result when it 
finally arrives while you go about 
your life. 
   While I plan to charge for 
focusing my general neurosis on 
where you instruct me to, please 
know that I will not be able to affect 
that about which I fret about for 
better or worse. The Futile Fretter; 
that is now me. 
   So, why do humans worry and 
fret in the first place? Well, if you’re 
worried about an upcoming test 
and that spurs you to study then 
worry is a useful motivator. But, 
let’s say, hypothetically speaking 
of course, you’re a middle-aged, 
Jewish Angeleno awaiting word 
from a private school regarding 
your daughter’s admission for the 
following semester. 
   Let’s posit that in this completely 
fabricated example - you’ve 
dotted every ‘I’, crossed all 
‘T’s, volunteered to the point of 
exhaustion, and that the young 
girl in question has good grades. 
And yet, despite assurances from 

reality bites

by 
Amy
SOMMER 

friends, members of the Board of 
Trustees and administrators, I was 
on pins and needles until I got the 
official email – which I was told 
would arrive at Noon and so, sat 
in front of the computer hitting ‘get 
mail’ starting at 11:57am. My right 
forefinger was sore from the effort.   
   I was relieved. I was elated. 
I ‘sang’ the refrain from The 
Lego Movie theme, ‘Everything is 
Awesome’ so often that I began to 
take seriously my husband’s threats 

Futile Fretter is here to erase all 
that troubles you
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“The reason for lower blood pressure amongst my 
Fretful Tribe is because if you’re always worried 
that the sky is going to fall, you’re kinda unfazed 
when it really does start to come down” 

of divorce should I ‘sing’ again. 
Why had I spent so much time 
and energy fretting even though I 
knew that my daughter was a good 
candidate for one of the three girl 
spots in the grade?  
   Why do humans fret? I went 
to the American Psychological 
Association (APA)’s website in 
search of an answer and found 
that the first entry for 2014 was 
a book entitled Taking Control of 
Anxiety: Small Steps for Getting the 
Best of Worry, Stress, and Fear, by 
Bret A Moore, PsyD.  
   I emailed the good doctor who 
graciously answered me on a 
Saturday evening – maybe both of 
us should worry about our social 
lives, but I digress.  
   “There is not one theory for why 
we worry and all acknowledge that 
worry and its more intense sibling, 



Amy Sommer is a Los Angeles-based 
writer.

www.PissantProd.com
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a theory having to do with a 
biological reflex that I can’t even 
pronounce let alone understand or 
explain, but this is not Medscape 
and I’m neither a doctor nor 
academic – merely a neurotic. 
My understanding is that the study 
suggested that the reason for the 
lower blood pressure amongst my 
Fretful Tribe is because if you’re 
always worried that the sky is going 
to fall, you’re kinda unfazed when it 
really does start to come down.   
   So I’ll keep fretting, hope it 
doesn’t morph into anxiety and 
yes, I will accept a fee for fretting 
if you’re so inclined to hire me to 
do so. In the meantime, because I 
really did reserve the domain name 
FretforHire.com, I will now worry 

anxiety, has its benefits. Worry is 
useful because: 

1. It helps us ensure that we have 
thought of, and planned for, every 
possible contingency for a problem 
or situation,

2. It keeps our body and mind on 
guard so that we can respond to a 
new situation,

3. It helps us problem solve - and 

4. It gives us a sense of ‘doing 
something’ so that we can avoid 
the guilt that comes along with 
not doing something to ‘solve’ or 
influence a problem or situation,” 
said Moore.
   I was definitely in ‘worry mode’ 
four while waiting for the email 
from the school’s admissions 
department. “At a level below your 
awareness, the action of hitting 
the return key briefly reduced your 
anxiety,” explained Moore. Yes, 
doing something is better than 
nothing – even if one’s forefinger 
pays the price.  
   “However, the problem with worry 
is there isn’t a light switch you can 
flip to turn it off and on. Therefore, 
we may start off worrying for a 
useful reason, but can’t shut it off 
once we no longer need it. Using 
the light switch analogy, we have 
more of a switch that you slide up 
and down to dim or brighten the 
room as desired. That’s what I try to 
teach people in my book - how to 
dim their anxiety.”
   No wonder Moore is on the 
APA’s front page – he makes a 
lot of sense and I believe further 
supports my new career path. 
Time to start work on FretforHire.
com. Save your forefinger, I’ll hit 
‘refresh’ for you - obsessively.
   And there are benefits to worrying. 
A small, European study conducted 
by Dr Luis Carlos Delgado and his 
associates, Jaime Vila and Gustavo 
A Reyes del Paso, at the University 
of Zaragoza, Spain, found that 
those who worry have lower blood 
pressure. 
   This trio of academics posited 

about what to do with it. 
   Hopefully, I will figure out 
something useful so that you can 
turn to my site (or blog – I worry, 
naturally, which to pursue) and learn 
about other issues about which you 
can laugh, hire me to worry about 
or merely read and stew about.
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American

DON’T LET HER INNOCENT, SMILING 
FACE FOOL YOU - US ACTRESS KRISTINA 
ANAPAU LOVES NOTHING MORE THAN TO 
PLAY STRONG, COMPLEX CHARACTERS IN 
MOVIES THAT KEEP AUDIENCES ON THE 
EDGE OF THEIR SEAT.

BEAUTY
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The measure of 
a horror movie 
can quickly be 
quantified by 
the veracity of 
audience member 

screams and the number 
of eyes that peer though 
the fingers of hands placed 
over their eyes.
   But when one of 
those terrified audience 
members includes the 
film’s leading lady, you 
can be sure the production 
is big on fear factor.   
   Described as a 
supernatural, goose bump-
spurring, horrific, spine-
chiller, Tedi Sarafian’s 
Altergeist is a paranormal 
thriller starring American 
actress Kristina Anapau.  
   Kristina plays the role of 
Theresa Augland, a film 
director and producer, 
who leads a crew of 
paranormal researchers 
and filmmakers to the 
haunted winery to see what 
they can capture on tape.
   “Theresa is driven by the need 
to prove that ghosts really do 
exist and they definitely find what 
they were looking for. They find 
a whole lot more than they were 

looking for too, they also find 
that it’s not the ghosts who are 
a threat, but what the ghosts are 
afraid of,” Kristina told Prodijee.
   Altergeist is based on true 
stories from Sonoma, California. 

It’s set in the Korbel Winery – said 
to be an actual haunted winery 
- in the region where one of the 
movie’s producers grew up. 
   While Kristina admits to feeling 

strange shooting in a location 
where some “really creepy and 
scary things have happened,” 
she also said it was a “really fun 
movie to shoot”.
   “We filmed at night so it did 

tend to get creepy but the 
location was spectacular, 
it was just a pleasure. 
Sometimes it was hard to 
tell if I was feeling that way 
was because of the scenes 
in the movie, or if there 
was actually something 
paranormal going on. I 
was so busy filming I didn’t 
really seek it out. I’m sure I 
could have had some sort of 
experience if I had wandered 
off or gone into the attic 
alone at night. I heard a lot 
of incredible stories from the 
security guards who are there 
alone every night.
   “I did have a floating feeling 
at one point while in one of 
the houses we were shooting 
in on the property. I couldn’t 
really say what was going 
on. I could have just been 
really tired because we were 

shooting all night, but I did feel 
like I saw a silhouette of light in 
the corner. Maybe whatever was 
thought to be haunting that house 
was in there with me, who knows? 

KRISTINA ANAPAU GOT HER START IN FILM AT THE AGE OF 16 WHEN SHE WAS DISCOVERED BY A 
TALENT AGENT AND ASKED TO AUDITION FOR AN UPCOMING FILM ‘ESCAPE FROM ATLANTIS’, 
WHICH WAS TO BE FILMED IN HER NATIVE HOME, HAWAII. CLASSICALLY TRAINED IN BOTH 
ACTING AND BALLET, KRISTINA WON THE ROLE OF KATRIANA IN THE MOVIE THAT WAS DIRECTED 
BY STRATHFORD HAMILTON. IT WAS THE DIRECTOR AND HIS WIFE WHO THEN ENCOURAGED A 
YOUNG KRISTINA TO MOVE TO LA TO CONTINUE HER ACTING CAREER. CAROL SHERIDAN 
PHOTOS: ANGELA MARKLEW MAKEUP/HAIR: TEAL DRUDA
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It was a very calming feeling, 
though, whatever it was.”
   Even allowing for that, how did 
someone so actively involved in 
the filming become fearful when 
watching the finished production? 
   “We had a lot of re-shoots and 
they kind of rearranged things a 
few times, so the first time I saw 
the movie, it was almost like I was 
seeing it as audience member 
who had no idea about the script. 
But still, even after five or so times 
watching it, there are still a few 
times when I jump, even though I 
know exactly what’s coming.
   “I think, when that can happen 
to a lead actor of a film, who 
is there the whole time, the film 
makers did a good job.”
   Initially auditioning for a 
different Altergeist role, Kristina 
fell in love with the lead character; 
a strong, driven female, one with 
determination yet vulnerability. 
It was a role, that when offered, 
Kristina grabbed with both hands. 
“It was a pleasure to bring her to 

life,” she said.
   Kristina believes that female 
audience members want to see 
strong women doing interesting 
things in film and on television and 
she loves playing those roles. “The 
character is four-month’s pregnant 
in the movie, which I thought was 
really interesting. This increases 
the audience’s ‘level of caring’ for 

her when she runs through all this 
horrifying, terrifying stuff. I really 
liked that.”
   Kristina said accepting the 
portrayal of Theresa wasn’t about 
getting the lead role; rather it was 
about playing a role she could 
get her teeth into, similar to a role 
she played five years early in the 
movie, Five Souls. 
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   “(Five Souls has) three 
substantial female characters and 
I was told that I could pick one 
of the three,” explained Kristina. 
“They were all very different, and 
I picked the one that had the least 
amount of screen time and the 
smallest role because I thought 
she was so fascinating. I go for 
a well-developed character, how 
interesting they are. I look for 
elements of a character that allow 
fulfilment of a fantasy or dream 
that I want to live out, and not 
always positive, either. 
   “The character in Five Souls 
was a blind woman who went 
through horrible, traumatic things; 
I thought it was an interesting role 
to step into and a transformative 
experience for me.”
   Kristina relishes a challenge, 
a role where she can really use 
her skills, and has found that the 
horror/fantasy genre allow her to 
do just that. 
   “In some ways I feel the more 
extreme you can go with a 
character the easier it is because 
you never really have to pull 
yourself back. One thing I really 
liked about being on (supernatural 
TV series) True Blood is it was based 
on fantasy and the characters were 
so outrageous most of the time that 
you could just let your pendulum 
swing all the way to one side, 
you didn’t have to find the perfect 
balance.
   “You could go with your 
imagination as crazily and fully as 

you wanted to. It’s sort of similar 
with thrillers and paranormal, you 
can really go to the extreme and 
usually no one tells you to pull 
back at all.”
   To date, Kristina is best known 

for her role as the faerie Maurella 
in the much acclaimed hit series 
True Blood, but she also has a 
tribe of fans who have followed her 
through her career in television, 
theatre and film in the likes of 
General Hospital, Once and 
Again, Haunted, Cruel Intentions, 
Self-Medicated, CSI: NY, Black 
Swan and Grimm. 
   Her roles have been abundant 
and varied. She has graced the 
cover of magazines, been voted on 
Sexiest Women in the World lists, 
also voted as one of Hollywood’s 
Most Wanted – 50 Hottest Women 
to Watch, nominated for a Screen 
Actors Guild Award and won 
the Cooper Wing Award and the 
Actress No Ka Oi award at the Big 
Island Film Festival. 
   She also recorded an album 
and opened for Destiny’s Child on 
MTV’s TRL Tour, has written articles 

“MY CHARACTER is four-month’s pregnant 
and she runs through all this horrifying, 
terrifying stuff. I really liked that”
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that were published in The Stndrd 
magazine, Status LA magazine, 
and The Hollywood Film Journal 
and has now developed a range of 
products that will enhance everyone’s 
wardrobes – Color it New.
   With Altergeist now on screens 
and scaring the daylights out of 
everyone, what is on the horizon 
for Kristina?
   “I have a cool little short film on 
the horizon. It is so beautiful and 
so wonderfully written, set in Paris 
in the 1920s, I love the character.
   “After that, I have a film that I 
am doing in Hawaii, its set in the 
1970s, and it will be nice to hang 
out in Hawaii for a few months. 
There are a lot of things happening 
- a lot of different opportunities. 
Luckily I have some really good 
people working for me with Color 
it New so it won’t be a problem for 
me to do both.”

Kristina’s three top tips for sUCCESS
1. Learn something from every   
    experience.

2. Be humble, spirited and kind.

3. Rehearsal 2 (an iOS app) is an 
incredible tool for learning lines 
and rehearsing.

For more information on Kristina’s 
new venture – Color it New – 
http://issuu.com/prodijee/docs/
prodijee__22/25?e=0
http://coloritnew.com
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The New Year is well 
underway, but now that the 
craziness of the festive period 

has died down, I have had some 
time to reflect on the past couple of 
months.
   The world has seen more 
atrocities then I thought possible, 
especially in Australia where we 
have considered ourselves to be a 
fairly safe country. I guess nobody 
can feel completely safe anywhere, 
now. But life goes on, we can’t give 
in to threats of danger, we have 
to live our lives to the best of our 
ability, which is why I won’t say any 
more about the recent atrocities that 
have shocked us, except to say - for 
those people who are suffering, my 
thoughts are with you.
   My trivial peeve is to do with 
all the parties and celebrations I 
attended throughout the festive 
season. I have attended cocktail 
parties, barbeques, dinner parties, 
extremely swish black tie events, 
gala openings and big bash New 
Year’s Eve parties. They have been 
wonderful, but I will admit that it is 
nice to sit back and relax a bit now. 
   What am I complaining about? 
Well, it’s nothing about the events 
themselves, they were all extremely 
well planned and run. My problem 
is with the dress code of many of 
the people attending these events. 
   I just can’t figure out how 
someone can get an invitation in the 
mail – yes, mail – snail mail. A black 
envelope with gold writing encasing 
a magnificent white card with 
elegant black printing inviting the 
recipient to a ‘black tie event’. The 
dress code should be a given, but 
for those who weren’t in the know, 
it was even stated at the bottom of 
the invitation – men to wear dinner 
suits and black ties, women – formal 
evening wear. Yet, there were men at 

this event in tan coloured pants and 
check shirts – they looked great, but 
not for this event. 
   One woman arrived wearing 
dark-rinse skinny jeans with bust 
out detailing down the front of each 
leg. She teamed this with super high 
silver bling stilettos and an equally 
bling almost non-existent halter 
top. I’m not really sure where this 

just sayin’ 

by 
Carol
SHERIDAN

outfit would be suitable, especially 
when you take into consideration 
the hairstyle and makeup she was 
sporting, but it certainly was not 
appropriate for this event.
Then we come to the barbeques. 
How can someone go wrong at a 
barbeque? Believe me, I didn’t think 
it possible either, but I discovered 
it was. A sheer white dress – and 
when I say ‘sheer’ I mean SEE 
THROUGH – with a black g-string 
underneath and no bra. This 
particular barbeque was a family 
friendly event – not appropriate. 
One guy was sporting the undies 
well and truly over the top of his 
jeans look – or maybe it’s called 
‘crotch to the knees’ look. I don’t 
know any females who think this is a 
good look

Dress to impress - but be please 
occassion appropriate
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“I am not talking about 20 years olds here, I am 
talking about women who are on the wrong side of 
40. and ladies, what you were displaying to everyone 
should have been put away. If you want to ‘flaunt it’ 
make sure it looks good – not saggy and wrinkly!”



away. If you want to ‘flaunt it’ make 
sure it looks good – not saggy and 
wrinkly!
   Time for me to pull my claws 
back in – but seriously people, do 
you think this is the ‘done’ thing. 
Personally, I think it’s an insult to 
your hosts.
   Believe me, I am all for comfort 
– I am wearing leggings and an 
oversize bulky jumper (yes, it’s 
the middle of summer, but it’s 
Melbourne!) but what I am wearing 
is not appropriate wear for a dinner 
party, nor a gala event, nor a black 
tie function. Why is it that many 
people don’t understand what a 
dress code is OR more to the point, 
why is it they don’t wish to conform 
to appropriate dress standards?
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Carol Sheridan is prodijee’s Fashion 
& Lifetyle Editor, and Co-Publisher.

carol@prodijee.com

or two by those wearing them and 
those dresses probably didn’t stay 
where they were supposed to stay or 
they probably didn’t cover what they 
were supposed to be covering. 
   I am not talking about 20 years 
olds here either, I am talking 
about women who are on, what is 
termed as ‘the wrong side of 40’, 
and ladies (for want of a better 
word) what you were displaying 
to everyone should have been put 

   At one of the dinner parties I 
attended some people were wearing 
track pants and t-shirts. This was a 
sit down dinner party, not ‘grab a 
bite at the pub’ kind of thing. Again 
NOT APPROPRIATE.
   One of the New Year’s Eve 
parties I attended, very early in the 
evening, I witnessed more ‘boob’ 
than I have ever seen in my life. 
Dresses were sooooo short and 
sooooo plunging – another drink 





SUMMER’S 
ABOUT TO 

GET HOTTER

www.susanrep.com



Light, crisp and deliciously fruity

Recently Prodijee was given 
the opportunity to taste a 
new drink sensation called 

Strawberry Blonde. I say drink 
sensation, as on inspection I jumped 
to an immediate conclusion that 
this was going to be a beer with a 
strawberry flavouring.
   How wrong could I be – but first 
here is my taste take on Strawberry 
Blonde.
   Poured into a chilled glass, I could 
see that this brew did indeed have 
a beautiful Rosy hue to it, but not a 
false colour. It was very natural and 
– yes – strawberry!
   The aroma started to give clues 
that this was not what I thought as 
there were definitely no yeasty wafts.
   The flavour was full, fresh and 
zesty with just a hint of strawberry 
but definitely no sickly sweetness.
The riddle was being solved – 
Zeven Lemon has blended beer 
and cider to create a light, crisp 
and delicious flavoured ale called 
Strawberry Blonde.
   I found it a good “party in hot 
weather” drink, ideal to have indoors 
or by the pool. It really was a thirst 
quencher and hit the spot for me on 
a hot steamy night.
   Well, congratulations Zeven 
Lemon (www.zevenlemon.com.au) A 
well-crafted ale that is great any time 
of the year and readily available 
from my local Dan Murphy 
www.danmurphys.com.au

Poured into a chilled glass, I could see that this 
brew did indeed have a beautiful Rosy hue to it, but 
not a false colour. it was very natural and – yes – 
Strawberry!

by 
John
ANTHONY

what’s brewing
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STRAWBERRY BLONDE 
FROM ZEVEN LEMON  IN 
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

Let Prodijee know if you have a 
special place or favorite refreshment 
that you would like John Anthony to 
review by emailing John at:
johnanthony@prodijee.com
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COMBINING TRADITIONAL TECHNIQUES AND 
TECHNOLOGY WITH HIS OWN UNIQUE RECIPES, 
WILLIE HARCOURTE-COOZE IS WINNING FANS 
ALL OVER THE WORLD.
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The
Chocolatier
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Said spoilt little rich 
girl, Veruca Salt, in the 
movie Willy Wonka 
and the Chocolate 
Factory. “Hey Daddy I 
want a golden goose”.    

   Spoilt or not, Veruca knew 
what she wanted and 
demanded her desires 
– the end result was 
not optimal in her eyes, 
but her sights had been 
firmly set on a golden 
goose –  and chocolate 
– lots of it.
   While most people 
would dream of owning 
a chocolate factory, 
UK artisan chocolatier, 
Willie Harcourt-Cooze, 
has made it his reality 
and swears that his 
chocolate will revolutionise the way 
we think about, experience and 
indulge in chocolate.
   In the last 150 years, as 
manufacturing methods have 
advanced, the mass market has 
transformed cacao into something 
that its earliest devotees would not 

recognise at all. Before buying 
his cacao farm, Willie was not a 
big chocolate eater, finding it too 
sweet, since your average chocolate 
confectionery bar contains no more 
than 5–10 per cent cacao liquor; 
the rest is mainly fat and sugar.

So when Willie first tasted cacao, it 
was as if a light went on, realising 
that chocolate was not one brown 
flavour but the home of many.
   “My passion for chocolate was 
born of a love of adventure and 
travel. That spirit took me to
Venezuela, led me to buy a farm 

in the cloud forest and continues 
to take me around the world in my 
quest for flavour,” he said.
   Wanting everyone to experience 
some of the awakening that he had, 
Willie started making and selling 
his 100 per cent cacao in the local 

village, then beyond.
   Using only single estate 
cacaos, each with a 
unique flavour - much 
like fine wines from 
different estates and 
regions - Willie sources 
beans from both his 
own farm and directly 
from farmers across the 
globe. His single estate 
chocolate only contains 
three ingredients - cacao, 
natural cacao butter and 
raw cane sugar – this 

allows the stunningly individual 
flavours of the best cacaos from 
around the world, including 
Venezuela, Indonesia, Peru, 
Madagascar, and Cuba, to be 
showcased.
   “The best tastes always come 
from fine ingredients that are not 

A REAL-LIFE WILLIE WONKER, WILLIE HARCOURT-COOZE LIVES, BREATHES AND, OF COURSE, EATS 
CHOCOLATE. BORN OF A LOVE OF TRAVEL AND ADVENTURE, THE ENGLISHMAN CHOCOLATIER 
IS ON A JOURNEY TO REVOLUTIONISE THE WAY WE CONSUME ONE OF THE WORLD’S MOST 
PLEASUREABLE FOODS. WORDS: CAROL SHERIDAN 
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mishandled or contaminated. 
   “Cacao, as a pure ingredient, is 
so versatile, powerful and delicious 
but the way it has been packaged 
and mixed over time has done it 
few flavour favours. The life-giving 
properties of cacao that were 
revered for thousands of years 
have somehow lost its way in the 
modern, commercial market. But 
the only things I add to my cacao is 
a small amount of raw cane sugar 
and a little extra cocoa butter for 
smoothness. No soya lecithin, no 
vanilla, nothing that can get in the 
way of the flavour of the bean.”
   It’s about the quality of the 
product and Willy describes it as 
“The Holy Grail of Chocolate - that 
reflects the bean that I am working 
with - it’s a very good starting point. 
It’s about the genetics of the bean; 
it’s like fine wine around the world, 
all the different notes.” 
   Like these fine wines, Willie’s 
Cacao all taste remarkably different. 
The distinct raisin and plum notes 
in his Peruvian Gold is typical of 
the cacao, soil and climate of the 
Chulucanas region in Peru and thus 
tastes very different from the coffee 
and nut flavours of the Rio Caribe 
cacao used in the Venezuelan Gold.
   Once harvested, Willie uses 
100-year-old machinery, which 

“Few things give me more pleasure than watching 
someone asping with delight as the chocolate 
melts and the realisation dawns that all that 
taste comes simply from the cacao”
he sourced and restored by hand, 
to process the beans and make 
the chocolate. The old machines 
are smaller and slower than their 
modern counterparts, but they 
capture the subtle notes and unique 
flavours of the cacao in a way 
that modern machines can’t. It all 
takes a little longer but Willie won’t 
compromise on flavour.
   His flavoured ‘inclusions’ 
chocolate also contain no artificial 
colours or additives – just natural 
ingredients. Here Willie pairs the 

natural flavour notes of the cacaos 
with other ingredients, such as 
organic essential oils. 
   Willie explains again, “The 
Baracoa cacao from Cuba have a 
delicate honey flavour that is simply 
born to be with orange. We are 
about sourcing the best ingredients. 
I’ve chosen the Barbados raw sugar, 
all of the ingredients, the limes and 
chilli’s, they are all organic because 
I imagine that they are produced in 
a better fashion pesticide wise.”
   “It’s all about balanced flavours, 
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I didn’t just get any chocolate and 
put it in with orange, I did a Cuban 
bean, which has a honey flavour 
profile and paired it with orange, 
and the orange and the honey just 
go exceptionally well together. 
   “The ginger and lime, again, I did 
use the Cuban, because the honey 
with crystallised ginger and a bit of 
lime really goes well, they are great 
combinations. They are balanced 
flavours. If you put my Peruvian with 
my Apple Brandy, it wouldn’t go, 
everything has thought.”
   Absolutely everything is made from 
Willie’s factory in Devon. “We don’t 
outsource. I even make three types 
of caramel, sea salt, lime and chilli, 
and apple brandy. I make it all myself 
in a small 30kg caramel maker. I 
use Barbados raw sugar cane, fresh 
Devon double cream, fresh butter 
which we clarify ourselves.“
   Today, his coveted chocolate 
range is stocked across the UK and 
shipped to chocolate-lovers, chefs 
and foodies around the world. 
   “I’m delighted that my journey has 
now brought me to Australia. I want 
everyone to experience some of the 
awakening I did. Few things give 
me more pleasure than watching 
someone gasping with delight 
as the chocolate melts and the 
realisation dawns that all that taste 
comes simply from the cacao.
   “We have chosen a range (for 
Australia) that kind of covers 
everyone. We probably have similar 
palates, Australian as English 
people, certainly with orange, 
ginger and lime. You are quite 
‘foodie’ Australians, I’ve noticed 
even when I have gone out to eat 
here there is a lot of attention paid 
to the quality of food. I think people 
take to the different flavours.
   “I think people are genuinely 
questioning what they are eating, 
there are some good standards of 
chocolate, but no one comes near 
us in quality because no one is 
going to the extremes that we are in 
sourcing beans.”
   The range includes Willie’s single 
origin chocolate; exotic flavoured 
‘inclusions’ chocolate and decadent 
Black Pearls. All crafted with the 
highest quality cacao in Willie’s 

factory, the chocolate comes without 
the expensive boutique price tag 
you might expect - this is real 
chocolate, for real people.
   But how does this product taste? 

   I have long classed myself as 
a chocolate ‘scoffer’. Put a block 
or bar of chocolate in front of me 
and it will disappear with lightning 
speed. I have now sampled the 
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range of product that Willie has 
brought to Australia and this 
chocolate is most definitely about 
savouring and not scoffing, but 
it is really easy to do that. Just a 
small slither of the Peruvian Gold, 
had me tasting rich chocolate with 
plum and raisin notes for close to 
half an hour. The Sea Flakes is a 
phenomenal bar, it’s made with milk 
chocolate, Willie said it is ‘milk of 
the Gods’ because he would like to 
think that if the Aztec Gods made 
milk chocolate, this is exactly what 
they would make – I tend to agree 
with Willie about that. 
   The Black Pearls encapsulate 
bursts of either a Lime Chilli Caramel 
or a Sea Salt Caramel that explode 
with delightful freshness and 
smoothness in your mouth as the rich 
dark cacao chocolate melts away.
   So I will say again, these 
products are about savouring and 
not scoffing and there is no need 
to be a version of Veruca Salt or 
the other characters Willie Wonker 
And The Chocolate Factory where 
chocolate was about quantity over 
quality. Treat yourself, slip just the 
tiniest little bit of this chocolate 
into your mouth and sit back and 
enjoy as the flavours take over 
your tastebuds.

Willie’s Cacao is available 
exclusively at Coles:
www.williescacao.com
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NEW AUDI CENTRE
A GRAND AFFAIR

The impressive $25 million 
redevelopment of Audi Centre 
Melbourne has been officially opened 
by Terence Johnsson, Vice-President 
of Sales, Region Overseas for AUDI 
AG, together with Audi Australia’s 

Managing Director, Andrew Doyle and owner of Audi 
Centre Melbourne, Bobby Zagame.
   The new facility showcases 40 new vehicles across 
three levels, offering new ways for customers to 
interact and experience the very latest Audi product.
   “This stunning new facility truly encapsulates our 
Vorsprung durch Technik philosophy, and it will 
become a beacon for the Audi brand in Melbourne,” 
said Audi Australia’s Managing Director, Andrew 
Doyle.
   “We see tremendous growth opportunities for 
Audi in Melbourne in the future and this impressive 
new dealership will signify how serious we are about 
meeting the needs of our Victorian customers. It 
showcases the latest architectural trend from Audi, 
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Six hundred and fifty guests attended the Audi Centre 
Melbourne opening. Below: Bobby and Cathy Zagame. 
Right top: Megan Washington captivated the crowd. 
Right middle: Actor Olympia Valance. Right bottom: 
Hamish and Andy and the new Audi TT.



as well as innovations in the way 
we will interact with customers, in 
a space that truly defines us as a 
premium brand.”
   The new facility is also the 
first in Australia to feature the 
brand new Audi Sport showroom 
concept. With Australia having 
been identified as a pilot market 
worldwide for the Audi Sport 
showroom concept, the third floor 
of the new Audi Centre Melbourne 
facility has been turned into a 
200m2 showcase for the brand’s 
high performance range. 
   RS and R8 vehicles, special 
wheel selections, exclusive vehicle 
accessories and an extensive 
range of merchandise that 
pays tribute to Audi’s legendary 
motorsport success is available 
for Audi enthusiasts to purchase 
in this new ‘shop within a shop’ 
concept.
   There are two cafes, multiple 
lounge areas for customers to 
relax, and also a room where 
prospective owners can configure 
their new Audi on an innovative, 
large touchscreen table display in 
the comfort of a private lounge.
   The distinctive Audi Terminal 
architecture is simple in its form, 
but featuring precise detailing, 
which is a true reflection of the 
Audi design philosophy in the 
vehicles themselves. The overall 
design separates the showroom 
and customer spaces clearly, 
so that it is easy for people to 
connect with the vehicles, or to 
enjoy the surroundings of the café 
and lounge areas.
   “It is incredible to see that this, 
the new home of Audi Centre 
Melbourne, has taken shape in 
such a magnificent form,” said 
Bobby Zagame, Dealer Principal 
of Zagame Automotive Group.
   “We can really offer our Audi 
customers the very best service, in 
one of the best retail facilities in 
the country, as a platform for them 
to peruse our latest award-winning 
models.”
   The new 501 Swanston Street 
site also reflects a number of 
sustainable design features, 
achieving a 4-star NABERS rating 

through the use of low energy, 
high-efficiency LED lighting, 
automatic daylight  harvesting 
system and advanced façade 
glazing.
   The Audi Centre Melbourne 
opening event for 650 guests 
featured Melbourne’s Hamish & 
Andy as emcees, performances 
from Megan Washington and 
Wikid Force, as well as food by 
Audi Ambassadors, Shannon 
Bennett and George Calombaris.
   The launch event was sponsored 
by Laurent Perrier, Port Phillip 
Estate Wines, Asahi Premium 
Beverages, Capi Mineral Waters 
and Leica Camera.
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Top: The Audi Melbourne opening 
was a lavish affair, befitting such 
a landmark prestige automotive 
outlet. Left: Guests were treated to 
delicious fare prepared by celebity 
chefs George Calombaris and 
Shannon Bennett Above: DJ Kate 
Greer kep the beats coming. Right: 
Model and Prodijee covergirl, 
Sophie Van Den Akker. 
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Y3 
PARIS



Y3 
PARIS

This season, Y-3 explored parts unknown 
with a brave, bold, kinetic collection 
inspired by aviation: its pioneering 
history and, tantalizingly, its future. 
   Shown during Paris men’s fashion 
week at Couvent des Cordeliers, 

January 25, 2015, the collection was tailored and 
slim focusing on steel blue, dark navy and cool grey 
coloured wool flannel, cotton twill, French terry, Tyvec 
and neoprene. Y-3 presented striking footwear with 
boots reigning supreme for men and women.

www.Y-3.com
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The majority of men don’t wear a lot of 
adornment but you will find that most wear a 
watch. Some will wear them purely as a time 
piece, but there are many others who want it 
to fulfil its timekeeping capability, but also be 
a fashion statement.

   Watch companies pay a small fortune, maybe a large 
fortune, to have movie stars wear their watches both on 
and off set. Look at the James Bond movies, with James 
being a man and woman’s man, strong emphasis has 
always been put onto the watch he is wearing throughout 
his suave, sophisticated and dangerous encounters.  
   Rolex, Seiko and Omega have all had prime placement 
on the wrist of this character, appealing to both men for 
themselves and women for their men (or in their dreams 
about James.)
   No longer is a timepiece something that simply tells the 
time. Some can adjust automatically, via satellite, to the 
correct time at your destination as you travel the world, 
some can safely be worn to the depths of the ocean, and 
some can record conversations and even take photos.
   Whatever it is you want and need from your watch, make 
sure it looks great and suits your personality.
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WATCHES
maketh 

THE MAN



Elegant Seiko watches are water resistant to 100 metres, and have the ability to be 
adjusted to a second time zone. With a stop watch that measures 60 minutes in 
1/5th of a second increment, the Le Grand Sport Solar Alarm Chronograph and 
the Coutura range from Seiko are timepieces for the discerning buyer.  

SEIKO - Le Grand Sport Solar 
Alarm Chronograph - SSC218P 

SEIKO - Coutura Solar Alarm 
Chronograph - SSC290P 

SEIKO
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SEIKO - Premier 
Analogue
 - SRKZ64P
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BRM HYBRID BRM R50
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Watch making master, Bernard Richards, creates BRM watches for the elite world 
where nobody speaks of mass production – quality, not quantity is their goal. The 
hybrid watch V6-HB-DL-AR – comprises six rubies which enable the axis to rotate 
in optimal conditions. The V6-44 is manufactured with superfine 18/8 stainless-
steel, has crystal sapphire front and back and is water resistant up to 100 metres. 
The R50 is the latest, most innovative design emerging from BRM’s patented 
Isolastic System technology.

BRM



BRM V6-44-SA-AR
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CLERK
The Hydroscaph H1 Chronometer by Clerc is a wrist-borne adrenaline rush; a 
fabulous underwater exploration machine, cut out for extreme dives. Sporting a 
powerful, technical case, this watch is designed to plunge to a depth of 500 metres, 
and benefits from Clerc’s exclusive, patented safety features to prevent any risk of 
accidental resetting while underwater.  
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Bremont BWC/01 
Rose Gold. RRP: POA
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GUCCI

WWW.PRODIJEE.COM

The Gucci Handmaster is a pure expression of Italian style 
matched with Swiss quality. The Automatic Gucci Handmaster 
collection embodies a new breed of exclusive watches. This 
range has a strong, classical feel and showcases quality 
movements with premium materials, including an 18kt pink 
gold case. 

Gucci Handmaster.



LONGINES
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As a partner of the most prestigious flat races in the world, Longines 
was keen to launch a collection of timepieces to be worn amidst the 
excitement of the parade rings at Chantilly, Hong Kong, Royal Ascot or 
Dubai racecourses. As a tribute to the chronographs produced from 
1881on for race-goers and jockeys in New York, the famous Swiss 
watchmaker has now launched the Conquest Classic line. True to the 
brand’s values of elegance, tradition and performance, this new collection 
of models, all fitted with self-winding calibres, is at the same time totally 
contemporary and perfectly timeless.
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Longines Conquest Classic



MICHEL 
HERBELIN 
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The Michel Herbelin Mens Gold Plated Flat Epsilon Bracelet Watch is for the 
man who demands understated, clean lines. With its slim 4mm deep case, this 
yellow PVD bracelet version has an utterly timeless appeal – the quintessential 
gentleman’s timepiece.

Michel Herbelin - Epsilon - 414-BP01 

WWW.PRODIJEE.COM



The Swiss brand with a Latin soul, Cuervo y Sobrinos 
returns to its rich past and revisits one of its extra-thin 
watches from the 1950s – Historiador Flameante Blue 
Edition. The name of this symbol of impeccable style and 
elegance comes from the stunning guilloché on the dial, 
known as “flameante” for its unique flame effect which 
brings out the beauty of the magnificent indigo blue. 
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CUERVO Y 
SOBRINOS
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Oris WilliamsF1 600th
Race Limited Edition 
RRP: POA.
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Saint Honore
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SAINT
 HONORE

Worldcode is the sporty chic watch in the Saint Honore collection. Following the success of 
its Diving and Chronograph Ceramic versions, the Worldcode now comes in a GMT model. 
GMT, which stands for Greenwich Mean Time, is a complication that is particularly valued by 
travellers as it allows them to read off the time in more than one time zone: three in the case 
of the Worldcode GMT, including two simultaneously. The new Worldcode GMT takes on every 
challenge – in the air, on the ground or under water – and always with that special Saint Honore 
elegance. The Artcode Automatic Open Dial is all about transparency: the dial showcases a 
clever openwork design that reveals at its heart the workings of the automatic movement (ETA 
2824) that has been specially customised by Saint Honore.

Saint Honore
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TAG
HEUER

Every motor racing world champion from Juan 
Manuel Fangio to Jenson Button has been part of 
the TAG Heuer legend. So has almost every race in 
the sport, but none more so than the mythic Monaco 
Grand Prix, the most prestigious of them all. The 
TAG Heuer Monaco edition offers uncompromising 
styling and a daring all-black look, with black titanium 
carbide-coated case (with special fine-brushed and 
polished finishings) and crown, black dial with white 
luminescent markers and high-contrast red small 
second hand, and a black sub-counter with opalin 
finishing. The perforated calfskin leather strap with red 
lining adds that final touch of masculine swagger.

TAG Heuer Monaco.



HUBLOT
Hublot is a Swiss watch brand that represents the Art of Fusion in watches. 
Hublot defied every convention in 1980, when Carlo Crocco created the 
gold Hublot watch with the first natural black rubber bracelet in the history 
of watch making.
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The special WBC watch 
presented to Double World 
Champion Floyd ‘Money’ 
Mayflower.

The official watch chosen 
to celebrate the Free 
Trade agreement between 
Switzerland and China. 

Big Bang Unico Bi-Retrograde 
Chrono. Official Watch of the 
2014 FIFA World Cup Brazil.   
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